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CULTIVATING WONDER IN THE EVERYDAY WORLD

by:
Trixia Carla C. Bonus
Teacher I1I, Pantalan Luma Elementary School

Grade 2 Science is an invitation to look at the world with intentional curiosity. This
is the pivotal year we move students from just naming things in nature to understanding
the invisible processes that govern them. They are no longer just pointing at a plant; they
are asking how it drinks. They aren't just looking at the weather; they are discovering
how rain is made. The goal of an elementary science educator is to turn the classroom

into a laboratory of wonder.

Instead of lecturing from a textbook about the states of matter, I prefer to hand the
reins over to the students through the "Predict-Observe-Explain" (POE) framework. Last
semester, we conducted the "Disappearing Ice Cube" race. I divided the class into small
groups and gave each team an ice cube on a plastic plate. The mission was to see whose

ice cube would turn into liquid water the fastest.

The kids immediately got creative. One group placed their plate on a sunny
windowsill. Another hid theirs inside a dark cabinet. A third group decided to hold the
ice cube directly in their warm hands. Every five minutes, the classroom erupted in
excitement as they checked their plates, charting the transformations from solid to liquid

on a giant piece of butcher paper.

When the hand-held ice cube melted first, it sparked an authentic conversation

about thermal energy.

"Teacher, my body is warm, and that warmth chased the solid away!" a student explained.

22 June 2026

depedbataan.cor



depedbataan.comPublications

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan

The sheer joy of discovery made the concept of melting stick far better than any

vocabulary drill ever could.

To make science humanized and effective at this age, lessons must leverage the
everyday environment. You do not need expensive lab equipment. To teach plant life
cycles, plant mongo seeds in clear plastic cups with wet cotton balls so the roots are
visible. To teach force and motion, race toy cars down ramps made of books covered in
different textures —like smooth plastic versus rough sandpaper. Science at the Grade 2
level should be noisy, slightly messy, and entirely driven by the natural curiosity of the

child. When we teach them to observe closely, we teach them how to think critically.
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