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WEAVING CONNECTIONS: THE HEART OF SCHOOL AND
COMMUNITY

by:
Mhay Flor C. Mallari
Teacher I1I, Pantalan Luma Elementary School

It's not difficult to imagine a school as merely a building - somewhere kids attend
a few hours a day. But in truth, an alive school is far more; it's a living, breathing entity
that exists within the community it serves. The connection isn't a one-way street, it's an

energetic, two-way dance that benefits everyone.

Consider this: when a school thrives, the entire community benefits. Involved
parents, for example, are not simply dropping off their children; they are volunteering at
events, attending PTA meetings, and pushing for supplies. This fosters a feeling of pride
and ownership among all. All of a sudden, the school playground is used by kids from
all around the neighborhood as a place to hang out on Saturday afternoons after school.
The gym is open for local league sports, and community events are held in the school

corridors.

On the other hand, a robust community gives the necessary foundation for a
successful school. Local corporations can provide internships, providing students with
real-world experience. Community leaders can guide young minds, providing insight
beyond the school walls. Even a simple thing like a local library working with the school

on reading initiatives can make a huge difference, igniting a lifelong passion for learning.

The school is for the community and for the people of the community. In the same
way, the community helps to the needs of the school by realizing its resources and

manpower as stakeholders. Thus, the two cannot live without the presence of each other.
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