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THE HEART THAT TEACHES: PROFESSIONALISM THROUGH THE
EYES OF LEARNERS

by:
Erika Zyra L. Caragay

Possessing a genuine commitment to the profession of education entails
instructing with intentionally empathy, and ethical standards. The realm of education
transcends mere content delivery; it encompasses the cultivation of character and the
encouragement of enduring personal development. As the educational philosopher John
Dewey articulated, the process of education is intrinsically linked to the essence of life
itself. This serves as a reminder that learners perceive not only the content, we impart but
also the ethical principles we exemplify on a daily basis. An authentic educator recognizes

that each interaction has the potential to create a significant impact.

Professionalism constitutes a fundamental aspect of this vocation. It encompasses far
more than mere adherence to dress codes or timeliness; it involves preparedness,
courteous communication, and emotional regulation. Learners are astutely aware when
educators exhibit organization, equity, and consistency. They take note of how instructors
tackle challenges, rectify errors, and navigate classroom dynamics. By exhibiting
composure and fairness, educators exemplify maturity and accountability in profoundly

influential manners.

From the perspective of students, professionalism fosters trust and credibility. When
grading is just, expectations are transparent, and discipline is steady, students experience
safety and respect. This feeling of trust fosters involvement, inquisitiveness, and

assurance. Groups like the National
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Education Association highlight the importance of ethical standards since

professionalism significantly affects student achievement and the school's environment.

Demonstrating behavior is one of the most powerful teachings an instructor can provide.
Students observe how grown-ups interact with others, manage stress, and acknowledge
errors. When teachers display patience, responsibility, and compassion, they impart
lessons that go beyond the classroom. These actions subtly influence learners’ perceptions

of leadership, respect, and integrity.

In the end, possessing a genuine educator's heart demands a dedication to
professionalism consistently, particularly around students. Respect is gained through
reliability, genuineness, and compassion. A professional and compassionate educator's
impact extends well beyond the classroom, impacting not just academic development but
also character and future decisions. When passion and professionalism unite, education

becomes life-changing.

References:

Huo, J. (2023). Vocational-technical teachers” mindfulness: Does it matter for teachers’
well-being and motivation? Heliyon, 9(6).

Rodriguez-Rivero, E. R., HeJohn Dewey (1938). Experience and education. Macmillan
Publishers.

National Education Association. (2020). Code of ethics of the education profession.
https:/ /www.nea.org

Albert Bandura. (1977). Social learning theory. Prentice Hall.

InTASC. (2013). INTASC model core teaching standards. Council of Chief State School
Officers.

27 February 2026
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




d= edbataan.comPublications

rndndez-Herndndez, A. F., Herndndez-Jorge, C. M., & Duarte-Lores, 1. (2023). The why
of the teaching profession: Validation of a structural model of teacher motivations.
Education Sciences, 13(8), 815.

Advances in Vocational and Technical Education. (2022). Teacher-student relational and
emotional commitment framework.

Teacher Education Council. (2025). Strengthening tech-voc teacher education: TEC
benchmarks with Marikina Polytechnic College.

27 February 2026
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




