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The question "Para kanino ka pa ba bumabangon?" hits differently in 2026,

especially for teachers.

Once upon a time, the answer seemed easy. We got up for our students, for our
calling, and because we believed that education could change lives. Teaching was hard,
but there was a quiet assurance that what we were doing was important and that respect
came with the job. Recent research on Filipino teachers shows that workload, stress, and
burnout are real experiences for educators, and these factors deeply affect their sense of

purpose and well-being (Bongao et al., 2021).
Things have changed a lot since then.

A new generation of teachers has come along. They are more tech-savvy, more
outspoken, more aware of their rights, and more open about their mental health and work
limits. Digital platforms, hybrid classrooms, and performance metrics have all changed
the way teachers teach. Everything is louder, faster, and easier to see. But many teachers

feel more invisible than ever, which is strange.

The students have changed, too. They are not the obedient students they used to
be. They are woke, which means they are aware of social issues, have strong opinions,
and aren't afraid to speak out. And this change has a lot of advantages. This means that
they question unfairness, fight against old ideas, and want to be heard. But in some cases,

this knowledge turns into a sense of entitlement. People sometimes confuse respect with
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oppression and accountability with a personal attack. It's easy to forget to think about

other people, including teachers.

So the question comes back, and it's even more important now: Para kanino ka pa

bumangon?

In 2026, teachers don't just wake up to do their jobs. It takes a lot of quiet courage.
Research conducted among Filipino public school teachers found that while resilience
correlates positively with overall psychological well-being, ongoing burnout and
workload continue to challenge teacher health and satisfaction (Work-Related Burnout

on Psychological Well-Being..., 2023).

We stand up for the students who are still kind, say "thank you," and listen even
when they don't agree. We stand up for the students who are confused, hurt, or looking
for direction behind their swag. We rise because education is no longer about control; it's
about guidance, it’s about showing young people how to think, not just what to think. A
research of Villa & Valle (2025) on Filipino teachers highlights that emotional intelligence
and resilience play a significant role in helping educators manage stress and sustain care

in the classroom.
We also rise for our own sake.

It used to be romantic to give up everything for someone else, but that's no longer
the case. Teachers today are learning that they don't have to give up their own health to
care for their students. We get out of bed because we still believe in growth, both for
ourselves and for others. Because teaching is still a relationship based on hope, patience,

and setting limits.
And maybe most importantly, we stand up for the future.

Even though teachers are tired, confused, and the dynamics are always changing,

they still shape values in small ways. In how we respond instead of how we react. In how
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we show respect, even when others don't. In how we remind students, whether we mean

to or not, that freedom means being responsible and having a voice means being kind.
So, who else do you get up for?

For the students who will always remember the teacher who never gave up on
them. For the job that still matters, even when it seems like no one cares. For the belief
that teaching is still an act of faith, even though the world is always changing. People can

still learn, grow, and choose to be better.

Teachers get up in 2026 not because it's easy, but because it's still worth it.
And sometimes, that's all it takes.
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