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MAESTRO: THE UNSUNG HERO

by:
Cherry B. Valencia
Teacher 111, Nagwaling Elementary School

“Maestro” is an artistic master, with enough skill and considered an artistic genius. Maestro
(which comes from Italian) is reserved for people with an enormous amount of skill and talent. In
the realm of education, there are individuals who are ready to the call of duty to mold the minds of
future generations. The "Maestros", the unsung heroes of today who give their lives to teaching,
guiding, loving, and inspiring their pupils. These extraordinary individuals who are the pillar of
our society and community, yet these people are often remain anonymous, unidentified, unseen,
unrecognized and underappreciated.

A maestro is not simply a classroom teacher who teaches for eight hours; they are mentors,
trainers and coaches who bring out the best in every learner. They hold a unique blend of
commitment, passion, patience, and expertise, which empowers them to connect with students of
diverse backgrounds, capabilities, and abilities.

Despite of their invaluable contributions, maestros often work behind the scenes, sweating
endlessly to make sure their pupils succeed. They devote innumerable hours grading and checking
papers, preparing lessons, and providing personalized support, often without anticipation of
acknowledgment or repayment. Their eagerness and passion stem from a genuine and sincere
desire to make a big difference in the lives of their pupils, and to leave a lasting impact and

influence on the world.
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The influence of a maestro can be weighty and across the board. They boost learners’

confidence to follow their desires, to discover limitless opportunities, and to develop the best
version of themselves. They bring a safe and sound space for pupils to take calculated risks. And,
most significantly, they planted a love of learning that stays with pupils for a lifetime.

It is time to recognize the efforts of our maestros who devote their lives to shaping the
future. Let us recognize their untiring efforts, steadfast commitment, and profound impact on our
community. Moreover, the inspiration of a maestro extends beyond the four corners of the
classroom. They often serve as advisors, mentors, and role models for their pupils, helping them
cross the challenges of adolescence and young adulthood. They link and connect with the parents,
administrators, and stakeholders, nurturing a sense of collaboration and shared responsibility for
the learners’ success. And, in many instances, they become lifelong learners themselves, constantly
looking for new knowledge, skills, best practices and strategies to share with their learners.

As we reflect on the significant role of maestros, it is very vital to recognize the
trials they face nowadays. From insufficient resources and congested classrooms to societal
pressures and bureaucratic red tape, maestros often face numerous obstacles and challenges in their
quest of excellence. Yet, despite these trials, they remain committed to their craft, driven by an
unfathomable passion and desire for teaching and an immeasurable commitment to their learners.

Ultimately, the legacy of a maestro is not measured by test scores or academic
achievements, but by the lives they touch, the hearts they inspire, and the future they help shape.
As we value and celebrate the maestros of our time, let us also commit in supporting, empowering,
and recognizing the significant contributions they make to our society.
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