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THE MYSTERY OF HOMECOMING

by:
Nora A. Eludo
Master Teacher 1, Alauli Elementary School

There is a quiet mystery that unfolds year after year in many schools across the
country: former students —now professionals, parents, or even community leaders—
walk back through the familiar school gates, not out of necessity, but out of something
far deeper. Whether to visit a former teacher, volunteer, or simply take a walk through
the hallways of their childhood, these learners are drawn back to their alma mater. Why?
What invisible thread pulls them back to a place where they once struggled with

multiplication tables, recited poems, or wrote their first essays?

At the heart of this recurring homecoming is love —especially the enduring love
between a learner and their teacher. This bond, nurtured through daily care,
encouragement, and shared moments of growth, becomes more than just a student-
teacher relationship; it becomes a lifelong connection. Teachers are often among the first
adults outside of a learner’s family to believe in their potential. For many children, school
is not just an academic space, but a second home, and their teachers, second parents. This

affection lingers long after graduation.

When learners look back, it is not always the lessons or exams they remember
most—it is the way their teachers made them feel. A warm smile on a hard day, the
encouragement after a failed test, or the teacher who saw a quiet strength no one else
noticed. These emotional memories are powerful. They create a sense of gratitude that
time does not erase. It is this integrity, this genuine human connection, that leaves a

lasting imprint.
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Even in today’s fast-paced world, where students are bombarded with endless

digital content and distractions, many still carry a quiet reverence for the teachers who
shaped their early years. For some, going back to their alma mater is an act of saying
"thank you." For others, it's a way of reconnecting with their younger selves, finding
strength in the place where their dreams first took shape. Visiting their former
classrooms, seeing their teachers again, or even walking on the same grounds evokes

nostalgia and emotional comfort — feelings deeply tied to personal growth and belonging.

Moreover, the return to one's alma mater often reveals a desire to give back. Many
alumni participate in school programs, Brigada Eskwela campaigns, or offer mentorship
to current students. This cycle of giving and returning becomes part of the cultural and

emotional ecosystem of a school community

In conclusion, the mystery of why learners keep coming back to their alma mater
is no mystery at all. It is a reflection of love — pure, enduring, and deeply human. The
teacher's care, the school's warmth, and the memories woven into every classroom wall
live on in the hearts of those who once sat in those tiny chairs. No matter how far life
takes them, learners often carry one truth with them: the love of a teacher never fades,

and home will always be where that love first found them.
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