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PRACTICAL BUSINESS SKILLS EVERY SENIOR HIGH STUDENT
SHOULD KNOW

by:
Al D. Pastelero, MBA
Teacher I, Morong National High School-SHS

As a teacher, I believe it’s important to prepare students not only for exams but
also for real life. One of the best ways to do this is by teaching practical business skills
that they can use every day. These skills aren’t just for those who want to run a business
in the future; they are useful for everyone, no matter what path they choose. By learning
basic business skills now, senior high school students can develop habits that will help

them succeed in both their personal and professional lives.

One of the first and most important skills students should learn is financial literacy.
Many young people struggle with managing money simply because they were never
taught how. That’s why I encourage students to understand how to budget, save, and
spend wisely. Even simple lessons like tracking expenses or setting a savings goal can
make a big impact. These are the same skills that adults use every day to pay bills, avoid

debt, and plan for the future.

Another key business skill is time management. I often see students struggle with
deadlines, juggling schoolwork, and making time for their responsibilities. Learning how
to create a schedule, set priorities, and avoid procrastination can help students stay
organized and reduce stress. These are the same techniques that professionals use to

manage workloads and meet deadlines in the real world.

Communication and problem-solving are also essential skills I focus on in my
classes. Students who can clearly express their ideas, listen to others, and work through

problems will have an easier time in school, in jobs, and in their personal lives. Whether
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they are working on a group project or resolving a misunderstanding with a friend, these

skills make a big difference in how well they interact with others.

Another important but often overlooked business skill is adaptability. In today’s
fast-changing world, being flexible and open to change is a huge advantage. Students
who can adjust to new situations, learn from feedback, and stay calm under pressure will
thrive in any environment. This skill is particularly valuable in both entrepreneurship

and employment, where challenges are part of the journey.

Leadership and teamwork also go hand in hand with business education. Even if
you're not the team captain or class president, learning how to lead responsibly and
support your team is something that can be applied anywhere. Good leaders know how
to delegate, motivate others, and take accountability. These are qualities that employers

and communities look for, and that students can start building now.

Another skill I always highlight is goal setting. Setting clear, achievable goals helps
students stay focused and motivated. Whether the goal is academic, financial, or personal,
having a plan gives direction and purpose. Students learn to break big goals into smaller
steps, track their progress, and celebrate small wins along the way. This simple habit can

lead to long-term success.

In the end, my goal as a teacher is to help students become well-rounded
individuals who are ready for life after high school. Practical business skills like managing
money, using time wisely, communicating effectively, adapting to change, working with
others, and setting goals are tools that will serve them for years to come. By learning these
skills now, senior high students can build a strong foundation for a successful and

meaningful future.
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