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FOSTERING EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH IN SCHOOL

by:
Pressy Leen F. Lima
Teacher I, Marina Bay Elementary School

Education is the backbone of every successful society. It shapes people’s lives,
opens doors to opportunities, and fuels growth in communities. Because of this, it is
important to keep finding ways to improve the way we teach and learn. One of the best
ways to do that is by encouraging educational research in schools. Research doesn’t just
give us information; it offers a guide for how to support students, strengthen teaching,

and build a culture of continuous improvement.

One of the biggest benefits of educational research is that it helps improve teaching
practices. Teachers are always looking for better ways to connect with their students, and
research provides them with tested, evidence-based strategies they can rely on. In schools,
research can guide teachers on how to approach different subjects, adjust lessons for
students with varying needs, and create positive classroom environments that encourage
participation and motivation. With this kind of support, teachers don’t have to rely on

guesswork. They can use proven methods to make learning more effective.

Educational research also encourages innovation. Schools that engage with
research are often quicker to adopt new technologies and creative teaching methods.
These changes can have a huge impact on student learning. When teachers know their
approaches are backed by evidence, they are more open to trying new things, which often
results in better outcomes for students. Research, in this sense, serves as a bridge between

traditional teaching and modern approaches that meet today’s challenges.

Another important role of research is in professional development. Just like

students, teachers need to keep learning to grow in their profession. Access to research
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helps them stay updated with the latest trends and best practices in education. This could

mean discovering new strategies for classroom management, effective ways of assessing
student progress, or tools for integrating technology. When schools make research
accessible, they are investing not only in student success but also in the professional

growth of their teachers.

Of course, it is not always easy to integrate research into everyday school life.
Teachers already handle busy schedules, so finding time for extra reading or training can
feel overwhelming. But there are practical ways to make it happen. Schools can encourage
teachers to attend workshops and conferences where they can learn directly from experts.
They can also provide access to journals, online resources, and databases so teachers don’t
have to look for materials on their own. Organizing regular professional development
sessions that focus on research-based strategies is another way to make sure teachers can

apply what they learn in real classrooms.

It is also worth noting that fostering educational research doesn’t only improve
academics. It also supports the overall well-being of students. When teachers use research
to better understand how students learn and grow, they can also address emotional and
social needs. This helps create classrooms where students feel supported, valued, and

ready to succeed, not just in school but in life.

In conclusion, educational research is not just an add-on; it is essential. It helps
teachers connect more effectively with their students, encourages schools to innovate, and
provides meaningful opportunities for professional growth. Most importantly, it builds
a culture of continuous learning where both students and educators thrive. By embracing
research, schools prepare their learners not just for exams but for the real world. In the
long run, this kind of commitment contributes to a stronger, more capable, and forward-

looking society.
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