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THE POWER OF CURRICULUM CONTEXTUALIZATION

by:
Glenda P. Lingad
Master Teacher 11, Pagalanggang National High School

Curriculum contextualization in Music and Arts is an essential strategy to make
learning more meaningful and relevant to students. It involves aligning lessons with
learners’ cultural backgrounds, community experiences, and local artistic traditions. By
connecting the curriculum to their lived realities, students do not only acquire knowledge
and skills but also develop a deeper appreciation of their identity and heritage. This
process empowers learners to see Music and Arts not just as academic subjects, but as

reflections of their community and culture.

In teaching Music, contextualization allows teachers to use local songs,
instruments, and performance practices as entry points to broader concepts such as
rhythm, melody, harmony, and form. This approach makes lessons relatable, while also
preserving and promoting indigenous and folk traditions. Similarly, in Arts education,
contextualization can highlight local crafts, festivals, and visual symbols, helping
students connect theory with real-life artistry. These practices inspire creativity and pride

among learners as they recognize the richness of their own cultural environment.

Another important aspect of contextualization is its role in fostering inclusivity
and engagement. When students encounter familiar elements in their lessons, they
become more motivated to participate and express themselves. For example, integrating
community events like fiestas, dances, or rituals into the curriculum gives learners
authentic opportunities to practice and showcase their skills. Such experiences bridge the
gap between school-based learning and community life, making Music and Arts truly

transformative.
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Ultimately, curriculum contextualization ensures that education is not detached

from the learners” world. At Pagalanggang National High School, it strengthens the
connection between academic content and cultural identity, producing students who are
both globally competent and locally grounded. By weaving local culture into Music and
Arts teaching, teachers nurture not only artistic talent but also character, pride, and
cultural awareness - preparing students to become creative individuals who honor their

roots while engaging with the world.

References:

23 September 2025
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




