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THE JOURNEY OF THE SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR THE ARTS

by:
Glenda P. Lingad
Master Teacher 11, Pagalanggang National High School

Applying the Special Program for the Arts (SPA) is a challenging yet inspiring
experience for schools such as Pagalanggang National High School. Being a program that
fosters young talents in music, dance, theater, visual arts, and media arts, SPA involves
more than the conventional teaching regimes. SPA calls for specialized facilities, expert
mentors, and teaching resources that can effectively sustain artistic education. Limited
budgets, lack of appropriate equipment, and absence of space for practice are usually

tirst-order obstacles in realizing the full potential of the learners.

Another challenge is balancing school performance with arts pursuits. SPA
students must spend long hours training and rehearsing while at the same time
maintaining their routine subjects. This at times causes stress and exhaustion, particularly
when competition or performance coincides with school demands. The teachers,
however, must go the extra mile in tweaking teaching methods to ensure that students
do not fall behind academically as they develop their artistic abilities. Joint effort between

teachers, parents, and administrators is critical in addressing this issue.

Despite all these, the SPA triumphs are reflected in the confidence, creativity, and
discipline built among the students. The students uncover their potential and are
recognized not just in school but also in broader communities through performances,
exhibitions, and competitions. These successes are evidence that if given a chance to
express their talents, youth will excel and motivate others. Such achievements also justify
the diligence of educators and the backing of those who are convinced of the merits of

arts education.
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Ultimately, the process of adopting SPA is a tale of perseverance and victory. Each

obstacle encountered is a stepping stone to innovation and teamwork. The victories,
whether big or small, serve to underscore the strength of the arts in molding well-
rounded individuals. In Pagalanggang National High School, the Special Program in the
Arts is living proof that where there is passion, and talents are allowed to flourish,

students can shine like stars and make worthy contributions to culture and society.
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