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SYNTHESIZING LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT IN MUSIC

by:
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Master Teacher 11, Pagalanggang National High School

Assessment is fundamental in the effective teaching and learning of Music. It is not
just about quantifying the knowledge of notes, rhythms, and symbols; it is about
measuring how the learners utilize their abilities, understand musical forms, and create.
In the teaching of Music, assessment must be formative and summative in nature, offering
feedback to the learners and measuring their progress against given competencies. This
equilibrium enables educators to foster not just technical skills but also an aesthetic

appreciation of music.

Effective Music assessment needs to be performance-based and varied. Paper-and-
pencil tests can be supplemented with practical demonstrations like singing, instrumental
playing, composing, or musical interpretation. Through such activities, the learner is
provided with opportunities to display their knowledge and skills in real ways. Rubrics
and explicit criteria are also useful in ensuring transparency, objectivity, and fairness,
while self-assessment and peer assessment promote reflective practice and critical

listening among the learners.

Finally, the purpose of assessment in Music is to promote general development. If
assessment is properly planned, it inspires students to appreciate discipline,
collaboration, and imagination, as well as boost confidence and self-expression. For
educators, it is a means to determine strengths and weaknesses, which can inform
teaching in the future. Thus, successful evaluation is both a measure and an incentive,
encouraging students to understand that Music is not just a school subject, but an

expression of culture, emotion, and identity.
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