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USING FLASHCARDS IN TEACHING BASIC SIGHT WORDS

by:
Catherine A. Reyes
Teacher I1, San Benito Elementary School

Flashcards, also known as word cards or cue cards, are educational tools designed
to aid learning and review. These cards typically feature a prompt, such as an image,
keyword, or key fact, to facilitate recall and understanding. When used for vocabulary
development, they are often called word cards, displaying a written word to reinforce
language skills. These cards may be interchangeably called flashcards in instructional

contexts, emphasizing their role in quick and effective learning.

Flashcards are a versatile learning tool that caters to diverse learning styles,
engaging visual, auditory, and kin esthetic learners. By incorporating flashcards into
daily routines, learners can benefit from brief, frequent practice sessions that reinforce
structured lessons. Flashcards also aid memory development by leveraging the brain's
natural ability to recall information. Additionally, they can be adapted for various

activities, such as physical education, to make learning fun and interactive.

You might reconsider using flashcards because they can encroach on precious
bonding time, which could be better spent on enjoyable activities like reading together.
Reading with a child fosters vocabulary growth, knowledge acquisition, and numerous
skill-building opportunities, such as discussing sight words, and spelling patterns, and
exploring texts together. In contrast, formal flashcard sessions can feel rigid and
unnecessary, potentially leading children to associate reading with tedious work, which
can have long-lasting negative consequences. Prioritizing reading together is essential for
cultivating a lifelong love of learning and reading. Flashcards are a timeless and versatile

learning tool that boosts retention and understanding.
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What makes flashcards an effective learning tool? Flashcards are a valuable learning
tool because they cater to different learning styles, engaging visual, auditory, and kin
esthetic learners. They help focus attention, reinforce learning, and aid memory. By using
flashcards in short, frequent sessions, children can practice and review new words and
concepts, making learning fun and interactive. Additionally, flashcards can be adapted
for various activities, such as physical education, to promote active learning and

retention.

Handy hints for creating DIY flashcards at home: Create effective homemade
flashcards, use sturdy white cardboard cut to a uniform size. Write words with a thick,
black marker or print from a computer. Use identical sets with pictures for early learning
and label each set with a colored dot or sticker for easy sorting. This allows children to
develop visual discrimination skills and makes the cards versatile for various learning

activities, including independent play and role-playing.

References:

https:/ /sunriseliteracy.com/sight-words-and-using-flash-cards-word-cards-in-the-
teaching-of-

reading/ ?fbclid=IwY2xjawlIBQRleHRuA2FIbQIxMAABHfmLrSpLv4Hu1KaFJeKO0Op8
nJWbaNyY4zhKzmMj4z-yEzLuswKpsDiMHVw_aem_7rCYVSiTBWkd2jqmckizw A

https:/ /1.facebook.com/l.php?u=https %3A %2F % 2Faboundparenting.com % 2Fusing-
flashcards-to-teach-your-kids-sight-

words %2F %3Ftbclid % 3DIwZXhObgNhZW0CMTAAAR35i60q57-

B7tSmhSXitDqf]y Vm2jcmOM4Ss5j1-

M_shMy7rMCqgbA4jBlc_aem_7rCYVSiTBWkd2jqmckizw A&h=AT2acu3v5450zFPSWE
9cXExJ41C_EQfqvKC-

1 August 2025
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




d: edbataan.comPublications

xyNKRJQPFfZ1ccOmirVul500YL_Yuz2yaHktSgUQMifHholgW7yfUdqY VENSAOYA7i
HjKto5AgEZS72pNHI-BHjk1421v8tEfQ

https:/ /simplyputpsych.co.uk/psych-101-1/exploring-the-effectiveness-of-flashcards-
for-learning-and-

retention#:~:text=This %20article %20delves %20into %20the %20psychological %20mecha
nisms %20behind,Flashcards %20leverage % 20several % 20key % 20principles %200f % 20cog
nitive %20psychology %3A

https:/ /1.facebook.com/l.php?u=https %3A %2F %2Fjurnal.polteq.ac.id % 2Findex.php %2
Fel  sa%Z2Farticle%2Fview %2F80%3Ffbclid %3DIwZXhObgNhZW0CMTAAAR0qK7K-
JNH6m7WXoG_pYlewqRLxeMmInwWnK2KYoxXEPTIQXjAkiCfyvZs_aem_ArQdVjmt
4uaUfiurghizLg&h=AT39MVxp3eUFeAkJ7U-
00ANWYKtGT_zMY03QoGkdL2_zQxGmOb8V]9Q6uMLIk5]JrH6g6CBKd22evHs89j9rj1
OpPNR8yf9c8B6fhpoYHtbTZnHgv0anlTiR]JtiL7Ny YKor5wow

1 August 2025
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




