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GUIDING HEARTS, SHAPING FUTURES: TEACHERS AS SECOND
PARENTS

by:
Rose Darren G. Buenaventura
Master Teacher I, Mariveles Senior High School - Sitio Mabuhay

A child’s path starts at home, maybe in a sunlit kitchen or a noisy living room, but
it carries far beyond those walls. When children step into the classroom, they carry more
than books and sharpened pencils; tucked into their backpacks are quiet hopes, small
tears, and bright, fragile dreams. Right then, the teacher steps in —not just to teach, but to
act like a second parent, carrying on the quiet work of nurturing and guiding young lives,
much like tending a small garden in early spring. Teaching is more than standing at the
front of the room, talking through a lesson and marking stacks of papers with a red pen.
It’s about seeing the child first — the one who laughs at silly jokes — before focusing on the
learner. Much like parents, teachers start each morning determined to shape the minds
and hearts of their students, sometimes over the quiet scratch of pencils on paper. They
take time to walk you through the rules of grammar or the steps of an equation, and they
also pass on something harder to measure —respect, responsibility, and the quiet weight
of compassion. Noddings (2005) stressed that the ethic of care lies at the heart of
education, with teachers serving as crucial partners in shaping a child’s moral compass
and nurturing their emotional growth, much like guiding a hand across a crowded

schoolyard.

Often, teachers end up being the steady hand and warm voice students look to
when life feels overwhelming. When a child feels unsure or scared, a teacher’s warm
smile —like sunlight breaking through clouds —can give them the courage to try. When
you're wrestling with self-doubt, a few gentle words —like “I believe in you” —can spark

a steady fire of determination. For students who can’t always count on support at home,
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teachers step in—listening closely, offering steady guidance, and reassuring them, like a

warm voice in a quiet room, that they’re never alone. Studies show that when students
feel a real connection with their teachers —like being greeted by name in the morning —

they tend to excel academically and feel more emotionally supported (Pianta, Hamre, &

Allen, 2012).

Discipline’s part of the job, too—like showing up on time even when the rain’s
coming down sideways. Like parents guiding their kids out of love, teachers step in to
correct—not to punish —but to help students grow, the way a firm hand steadies a child
learning to ride a bike. Wentzel (2010) found that the best teachers set the bar high yet
show real care, like asking about a student’s sick dog, and that mix sparks strong grades

and good behavior.

A teacher’s role as a second parent doesn’t end when the school bell rings. Long
after the final bell fades, many teachers still carry their students in mind — scribbling
lesson notes under a dim desk lamp, fretting over who’s slipping behind, or quietly
hoping they’ll be safe and well. They're driven by more than paychecks or praise; their
dedication comes from a true love for seeing their students bloom, like the spark in a
child’s eyes when a lesson finally clicks. Every day, teachers live out Bronfenbrenner’s
(1979) ecological systems theory, showing how steady, caring connections —a smile at the
door, a patient ear —shape a child’s growth within their world. The influence of a good
teacher lingers well beyond the bell, echoing in the way you solve problems or remember
a line they once read aloud. Years can slip by, yet students never forget the teacher who
believed in them, who spotted their potential before they could, and who cared enough
to nourish their minds and their hearts —like the one who stayed late after class to listen.
Like second parents, teachers show us a simple truth: education isn’t just about facts, it’s
about love too—like the quiet care in a hand on your shoulder when you're struggling.

Behind every child’s success, there’s a teacher who stayed close as family —steadying
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their steps, opening doors to the future, and leaving a mark as lasting as chalk on a well-

worn blackboard.

References:

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1979). The ecology of human development: Experiments by nature

and design. Harvard University Press.

Noddings, N. (2005). The challenge to care in schools: An alternative approach to

education (2nd ed.). Teachers College Press.

Pianta, R. C., Hamre, B. K., & Allen, J. P. (2012). Teacher-student relationships and
engagement: Conceptualizing, measuring, and improving the capacity of classroom
interactions. In S. L. Christenson et al. (Eds.), Handbook of research on student

engagement (pp. 365-386). Springer.

Wentzel, K. R. (2010). Students” relationships with teachers as motivational contexts. In
T. Urdan & S. Karabenick (Eds.), The decade ahead: Theoretical perspectives on
motivation and achievement (pp. 273-314). Emerald Group Publishing.

26 August 2025
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




