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  "EXPRESS YOURSELF: INTERACTIVE LEARNING" 
 

by: 
Gemma T. Gallor 

Teacher III, San Benito Elementary School 
 

    Many learners struggle to engage with learning due to its mentally demanding 

nature and lack of enjoyment. To combat this, learning should be made enjoyable and 

rewarding, allowing students to maintain their focus and enthusiasm, and fostering a 

positive and sustainable learning experience. 

         When students are disengaged, learning suffers. To captivate their minds, we must 

make learning engaging, meaningful, and stimulating, sparking their curiosity, creativity, 

and imagination, and inspiring active participation and absorption of knowledge.     

          Revolutionize Learning with Proven Strategies The notion that learning ends with 

formal education is outdated. In today's fast-paced professional world, continuous 

learning is crucial for personal and organizational success. However, many corporate 

training programs struggle to captivate learners, resulting in disappointing completion 

rates. A recent MIT study reveals a staggering 96% dropout rate in online courses. This 

begs the question: How can we make learning as engaging as our favorite video games 

or social media platforms? The answer lies in gamification – a cutting-edge approach that 

has significantly boosted learner engagement in digital learning. Take Duolingo, for 

example, which achieves an impressive 55% retention rate by leveraging insights from 

psychology and behavioral science. Let's explore these evidence-based tactics to revitalize 

your learning initiatives and make them irresistibly engaging.   

          Transform Learning into a Fun Experience 1. Add interactive quizzes and flashcards 

to lessons, making learning an enjoyable challenge. 2. Create leaderboards to foster 

friendly competition, motivating learners to participate and strive for top rankings. 3. 
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Organize mini competitions during live sessions, promoting teamwork and timed 

problem-solving to boost engagement. 4. Encourage self-competition by allowing 

learners to set personal goals, track progress, and strive to surpass their own 

achievements. 

          Building a strong relationship between teacher and student is crucial, as students 

are more likely to engage with and value knowledge shared by instructors they like and 

respect. When teachers demonstrate genuine enthusiasm and connect the learning 

material to students' existing knowledge and future goals, students perceive this effort as 

care and respond with increased interest and motivation, ultimately finding relevance 

and meaning in the learning experience. 

        To spark students' motivation, teachers should incorporate engaging examples into 

their lessons. The key to making learning exciting lies not in the teacher, but in their 

approach. By instilling a love for learning in students, teachers can unlock endless 

possibilities for making education enjoyable. As Tyron Edwards aptly puts it, "To waken 

interest and kindle enthusiasm is the sure way to teach easily and successfully."        

             What's fascinating is that it doesn't alter the course content, but rather how it's 

presented. By considering learners' diverse backgrounds, experiences, and prior 

knowledge, it creates more engaging and meaningful experiences. While ease and 

enjoyment may seem secondary, prioritizing them leads to more effective, positive, and 

impactful training programs, regardless of the subject matter. 
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