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BEYOND REQUIREMENTS, TOWARD MASTERY: TEACHERS
PURSUING GRADUATE STUDIES FOR LIFELONG LEARNING

by:
Zernie D. Gutierrez, MALEd
SHS Teacher 111, E.C. Bernabe National High School

In the dynamic field of education, a teacher's responsibilities go well beyond
simply imparting knowledge. Teachers of today are expected to be leaders, innovators,
and lifelong learners who can handle challenging teaching and learning situations. Many
educators in the Department of Education (DepEd) have responded to this demand by
pursuing graduate and doctoral degrees, not just to comply with regulations but also as

a commitment to professional development and personal mastery.

Teachers who pursue graduate studies have more in-depth subject-matter
expertise, improved teaching abilities, and the ability to use evidence-based techniques.
Tan (2022) asserts that graduate programs develop research competency and critical
thinking skills, empowering teachers to create learning experiences that cater to a range
of student requirements. This is in line with DepEd's push for ongoing professional

development, which aims to empower teachers to enhance learning outcomes.

For many educators, earning a master's or doctoral degree involves more than just
academic success. Investing in one's craft is a conscious act. Teachers are challenged by
graduate school to integrate creative methodologies, critically analyze their teaching
philosophies, and practice reflectively. Advanced education strengthens a teacher's sense
of professional identity and strengthens their position as change agents in the classroom,

as Reyes and Soriano (2021) point out.

A teacher's academic journey becomes an unspoken lesson in perseverance,

discipline, and self-improvement because, beyond the practical benefits, attending
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college embodies the value of lifelong learning—a principle teachers are expected to

model for their students. Students receive a powerful message about resilience and the
importance of intellectual curiosity when they witness their teachers working to learn,

adapt, and grow (Gonzales & Velasco, 2023).

But juggling graduate school and teaching responsibilities is no easy task. In
addition to attending classes, completing research, and meeting academic deadlines,
educators frequently balance lesson planning, grading, administrative duties, and family
obligations. The procedure necessitates persistent motivation, robust support networks,
and efficient time management. However, as Bautista (2020) notes, the difficulties
themselves turn into life-changing events that mold teachers into more flexible and

resourceful experts.

The idea that teacher improvement has a direct impact on student learning is the
foundation of DepEd's push for ongoing professional development. Programs and
policies like the Philippine Professional Standards for Teachers (PPST) and the Results-
Based Performance Management System (RPMS) encourage teachers to pursue
additional education as part of their professional development. This institutional
assistance emphasizes that obtaining graduate or doctoral degrees is a collaborative

objective toward educational excellence rather than just a personal goal (DepEd, 2021).

In the end, pursuing graduate courses is about going above and beyond the bare
minimum in order to develop a stronger dedication to the teaching profession. Learning
never ends on this path of mastery, and every academic achievement enhances the
teacher's ability to motivate, guide, and create. By investing in their personal
development, educators increase their influence and mold the futures of the students they

teach as well as their minds.

We are reminded that mastery is a lifetime endeavor rather than a destination by

the accounts of educators who continue their education through graduate school while

20 August 2025
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




d: edbataan.comPublications

carrying out their professional responsibilities. "We don't study just to comply; we study
to transform — ourselves, our students, and our nation," as one DepEd teacher-scholar put
it. This persistent spirit encapsulates the core of teaching beyond standards, toward actual

mastery.
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