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FOSTERING INCLUSIVE CLASSROOMS THROUGH CULTURALLY
RESPONSIVE TEACHING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD

by:
Jhonalyn M. Tepace
Teacher 1, Kaparangan Elementary School

Within the multicultural and diverse landscape of the Philippines, early childhood
classrooms are varied spaces where young students come from rich backgrounds, with
their languages, traditions, and experiences. Diversity provides rich grounds for learning
but also requires well-considered teaching methods that respect and cater the needs of
every child. Culturally responsive teaching in the kindergarten classroom is critical to
developing inclusive classrooms —environments where all students feel noticed, heard,

and valued from the outset of their educational experience.

Culturally responsive teaching is more than recognizing differences; it is
intentionally weaving students' cultural identities into the learning experience. In a
Filipino kindergarten classroom, this can mean incorporating local songs, folktales,
community traditions, and home languages into daily instruction. For example, teachers
can employ local narratives like "Ang Alamat ng Pinya" or "Si Pagong at si Matsing" to
construct literacy and also affirm the cultural origin of their students. Such practices not
only make learning more context-specific, but also instill pride in one's heritage and

heightened respect for others.

Language is also a dominant aspect of complete and culturally responsive
teaching. The majority of young children in the Philippines have home-grown languages
or dialects that are different from that used in school as the medium of instruction.
Through the use of multilingual approaches, code-switching, or mother tongue-based

material teachers facilitate understanding and emotional comfort. Children are more
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likely to participate willingly and feel more related to learning when they see and hear

their language respected within the classroom.

Inclusion calls for sensitivity to the socio-economic conditions of learners.
Culturally responsive educators acknowledge the various degrees of access to learning
materials, technology, and home support. They adjust their teaching techniques by
applying local and inexpensive materials, varying tasks, and flexible assessments. They
build inclusive environments through multiple family representations on display,
inclusive visual materials, and observance of diverse cultural holidays—focusing not

only on those widely kept.

Professional training is instrumental in equipping kindergarten teachers with
culturally responsive practices. Teachers stand to gain from training that prepares them
to examine their own cultural perspectives, appreciate implicit unfairness, and wrestle
with inclusive pedagogy. Teacher-parent-community collaboration is also fundamental.
When parents are engaged to present cultural practices or collaborate to develop learning

experiences, the classroom environment becomes a space of respect and learning.

Finally, building inclusive classrooms with culturally responsive teaching in
Philippine kindergartens is about instilling empathy, curiosity, and cooperation from the
start. It lets children see differences not as hindrances, but as opportunities for progress
and learning. As the launching pad of the education system, early childhood classrooms
are the ones who must set the pace in welcoming diversity and creating a more inclusive

future —one child, one story, one classroom at a time.
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