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COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE TEACHING: A POWERFUL
STRATEGY

by:
Mario E. Dojillo Jr.
Master Teacher 1, Arellano Elementary School

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is an effective approach to language
instruction that emphasizes interaction and the practical use of language in real-world
contexts. This method arose from the need to move beyond rote memorization and
structural grammar. CLT empowers learners by prioritizing authentic communication as
the foundation for developing language skills. It highlights the importance of
communicative competence, which encompasses grammatical, sociolinguistic, discourse,
and strategic competencies. Littlewood (2023) highlighted that in today’s diverse
classrooms, CLT has gained renewed importance as it aligns with global educational

goals that emphasize collaboration, critical thinking, and learner autonomy.

A key feature of CLT is its focus on meaningful and purposeful communication.
Activities such as information gap tasks, role plays, debates, and collaborative problem-
solving simulate real-life situations, motivating students to actively use the target
language. This learner-centered approach fosters authentic interaction, allowing students
to practice fluency, negotiate meaning, and build confidence in expressing themselves.
During my training on the Revised K to 12 Curriculum, I learned that CLT values fluency
and communicative effectiveness. This approach leads to a more comprehensive
understanding of the language, rather than focusing solely on accuracy. As learners
engage in interactive tasks, they also develop a deeper awareness of cultural context and

appropriate language use —essential components of effective global communication.

Furthermore, CLT promotes the integration of all four language skills such as

listening, speaking, reading, and writing, within communicative contexts. In this
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approach, teachers serve as facilitators who guide learners through engaging, student-led

activities, fostering collaboration and critical thinking. The adaptability of CLT makes it
suitable for diverse learners and various educational settings, including online and
hybrid environments. Recent advancements in educational technology have further
enhanced CLT’s effectiveness, with digital tools like video conferencing, interactive apps,
and online discussion boards providing new opportunities for real-time communication
and feedback (Nguyen & Habdk, 2020). These innovations support continuous and
contextualized learning, preparing students for both academic and real-world

communication challenges.

Communicative Language Teaching offers a strong and flexible framework for
developing practical language skills in today's learners. Its emphasis on meaningful
interaction, student engagement, and contextualized instruction makes it a powerful tool
in language education. As education continues to evolve towards more student-centered,
technology-enhanced approaches, CLT remains a relevant and effective strategy for

equipping learners with the communicative competence needed in a globalized world.
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