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 Noli Me Tangere by José Rizal tells a story from history while also offering a 

timeless picture of Filipino’s life and culture. Written during the Spanish colonization, the 

story uncovers military abuses, graft and corruption, and the injustices that the 

Philippines endured at the time. But its importance extends beyond the past; its ideas 

remain relevant today. It is crucial to explain the relevance of Noli Me Tangere in modern 

times so that students can understand the country’s history, recognize the struggles of 

society, and be inspired to create a better future. 

 Noli Me Tangere by José Rizal seems like any other chapter from the country’s 

colonial past, but at first glance there is more to it than history. It is a bold account of 

Philippine civilization, courageously unmasking the cruelty, depravity, and social 

injustices suffered by Filipinos under Spanish colonial rule. It is not just a novel that 

sparked a revolution, but also a national awakening. Rizal’s work was written with both 

urgency and intent but its power doesn’t conclude on the pages of the past. The themes 

that it explores namely, abuse of power, injustice and the struggle for truth are still at the 

forefront of our world today. The novel promotes Filipino culture, values, and traditions, 

helping to preserve a shared heritage that connects us all. The novel reminds us that the 

struggles and experiences of the past still affect and will continue to shape our present 

and future.  Aside from these factors, understanding Noli Me Tangere is an important 

way for both students and adults to reframe our understanding of how we got here, and 

how we can work toward something better in the future. In this article, it will explore 



  

 

11 June 2025 

Publications 

 
why Noli Me Tangere is a literature that should be read by students and younger 

generation, and how it can serve as a vehicle for change in our time. 

 In this modern era, Jose Rizal's Noli Me Tangre is still a powerful educational tool 

that promotes significant thinking and promotes social responsibility among the 

students. The novel promotes critical thinking by encouraging students to analyze the 

motivations and actions of protagonists such as Crisostomo Ibara, Maria Clara, Elias and 

Padre Damaso. Through this character study, students get the ability to evaluate different 

approaches and meet moral dilemmas. It also helps students understand the concept of 

cause and impact, as it clearly shows how corruption, injustice and strength affect the 

abuse of individuals and societies. In addition, the story inspires students to form a 

relationship between historical events and contemporary social issues enabled them to 

recognize the pattern in governance, inequality, social resistance and reconsider those 

who are often accepted as part of everyday life. 

 Noli Me Tangere emphasizes its power to change society and encourages reflection 

on the role of education, a value strongly upheld by Rizal. The novel emphasizes how 

ignorance enables oppression, while knowledge gives individuals the right to find the 

truth and advocate for change. It acts as a reminder that education is necessary to cope 

with the challenges in the country. To understand the message of the Rizal, students are 

motivated to use their knowledge to reflect, think critically and contribute to social 

progress. The novel emphasizes the youth by emphasizing their important role in shaping 

the nation's future. Rizal believes that the youth is "hope of the nation" requires awareness 

of the novel, the discovery of education and a strong sense of corporate social 

responsibility among the young Filipino students. 

 Despite the historical significance of Noli Me Tangre, many teachers find it difficult 

to explain how it relates to contemporary society. These difficulties are brought by 

transferring the student's approach, developing social concerns and transferring the 

demand for creative learning strategies. Rizal wrote the novel during the time of Spanish 
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rule. In a modern democratic society, many students find it difficult to understand that 

the hardships of figures like Crisostomo Ibarra, Sisa, and Elias are still relevant. Teachers 

must have active relationships between new issues such as social injustice, abuse of 

power and political corruption and related problems that still exist in the modern Filipino. 

 With social media, quick transport entertainment and digital information today, 

students sometimes experience Noli Me Tangre as an old and long book. Because they 

depend on more attractive and visual narrative styles, younger generations find formal 

writing style and complex terminology less attractive. Most students are unable to 

identify the importance of the novel and its applicability in modern social and political 

circumstances. 

 An analysis of Noli Me Tangere in the modern day touches on sensitive topics that 

may still spark discussion, such as colonial oppression, social injustice, and religious 

hypocrisy. It's possible that some educators are hesitant to discuss these topics in depth 

for fear of provoking strong religious or political reactions. But if these discussions are 

avoided, Rizal's message loses some of its impact. Teachers must approach these subjects 

in a balanced manner, respecting opposing viewpoints and encouraging open 

communication and critical thinking. 

 Due to lack of time, teachers are often forced to choose special chapters and topics 

to cover Noli Me Tangre in full. To increase formal education, teachers should carefully 

organize their lessons to highlight the most important aspects of the book while 

incorporating technology and other teaching strategies.   

 Despite the challenges of language barriers and curriculum limitations, the 

teachers play an important role in making the novel meaningful to modern students. 

Interactive teaching methods can improve the study of Noli Me Tangre, which can make 

it more attractive and relevant to the students. Interactive activities such as role-playing, 

digital storytelling and multimedia presentations can bring the novel’s themes to life. 
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Integrating technology through virtual reality (VR) can immerse students in the historical 

setting of the novel, fostering a deeper understanding of its social context. Gamification, 

such as quizzes, escape rooms, or mystery-solving activities based on the novel’s plot, can 

make learning more dynamic. Collaborative projects, like modern adaptations or debates 

on current societal issues related to Noli Me Tangere, encourage critical thinking and 

active participation. By incorporating these methods, teachers can create a more 

immersive and thought-provoking experience that strengthens students' appreciation of 

Rizal’s work and its relevance today. 
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