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OBSTACLES IN THE PHILIPPINE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

by:
April Lyn S. Esperida
Teacher I, Kitang Elementary School

The Philippines is a culturally and historically rich country, but its educational
system still faces many obstacles. A number of problems impede the nation's
development in offering all Filipinos access to high-quality education, notwithstanding

the government's and other stakeholders' efforts.
1. Insufficient Resources and Funding

The lack of enough funding for education is one of the main issues. Basic
infrastructure, instructional materials, and technology resources are lacking in many
public schools. Both student learning results and the quality of instruction are impacted
by this scarcity. Teachers frequently labor in packed classes, which makes it difficult to

provide individualized attention and effective instruction.
2. Overcrowding in Classrooms and Teacher Shortage

In many public schools, the ratio of students to teachers is still high. Teachers find
it challenging to meet the requirements of each individual kid and uphold discipline in
overcrowded classes. The quality of education is further jeopardized by the ongoing lack

of skilled teachers, particularly in rural and underdeveloped areas.
3. Inequality and Accessibility

Disparities in socioeconomic status and geography have a big influence on access to

high-quality education. Due to poverty, child labor, or the necessity to provide for their

24 June 2025
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




depedbataan.comPublications

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan

family, many students in rural and isolated locations drop out of school. This disparity

restricts chances for underrepresented groups and feeds the poverty cycle.
4. Curriculum and Educational Quality

The curriculum, according to critics, is out of date and fails to sufficiently educate
pupils for the needs of the contemporary workforce. A more pertinent, skills-based

curriculum that fosters creativity, critical thinking, and technological literacy is required.
5. The COVID-19 Pandemic's effects

The weaknesses in the Philippine educational system were further shown by the
COVID-19 outbreak. Lack of gadgets, problems with internet connectivity, and low levels
of digital awareness among teachers and students made the shift to online learning
difficult. The educational divide between various socioeconomic classes grew as a result

of this disruption.
6. Issues with Governance and Policy

In order to solve systemic issues, effective governance and policy implementation
are essential. However, reform initiatives are frequently thwarted by corruption,
bureaucratic inefficiency, and a lack of long-term planning. The administration of

educational resources needs to be more accountable and open.
In conclusion

A comprehensive strategy including more funding, regulatory changes, community
involvement, and creative ways to reach underserved groups is needed to address the
Philippines' educational issues. For the development, economic expansion, and social
stability of the Philippines, it is imperative that all Filipinos receive high-quality

education.
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