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IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY LINKAGES AND PARTNERSHIPS
IN THE ALTERNATIVE LEARNING SYSTEM

by:
Albert J. Mallari
Master Teacher 1, Samal District

Community linkages and partnerships play a vital role in the success of the
Alternative Learning System in the Philippines. Since ALS is designed to provide
education to out-of-school youth, adults, and other marginalized groups who cannot
access formal education, it requires a collaborative effort among various stakeholders to

be truly effective.
1.Resource Sharing

Community partnerships help provide additional resources that ALS programs
may lack. These include learning materials, venues for instruction, internet access, and
even volunteer tutors. Local government units (LGUs), non-government organizations
(NGOs), private institutions, and individuals can contribute financial, material, or human

resources to support ALS implementation.
2. Learner Support

Community involvement enhances the support system for ALS learners. Families,
barangay officials, and community leaders can encourage and motivate learners to
participate and stay engaged. When learners feel supported by their community, they are

more likely to succeed.
3. Employment and Livelihood Opportunities:

Partnerships with businesses and government agencies can provide ALS learners

with access to skills training, livelihood programs, and job placement services. This
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improves their chances of becoming self-reliant and productive members of society after

completing ALS.
4. Advocacy and Awareness:

Community linkages help spread awareness about ALS and its benefits. This
ensures more out-of-school individuals are informed and encouraged to enroll. Local
campaigns, information drives, and success stories from community members help in

boosting ALS participation.
5. Sustainability of Programs:

Long-term partnerships ensure that ALS programs remain sustainable.
Collaborative efforts lead to a stronger, more consistent support system that can adapt to

the evolving needs of the learners.

In summary, strong community linkages and partnerships empower ALS by
providing holistic support, enhancing program delivery, and ensuring that every learner

has the opportunity to succeed.
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