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EMPOWERING CHANGE THROUGH RESEARCH:
STRENGTHENING THE ALTERNATIVE LEARNING SYSTEM

by:
Albert J. Mallari
Master Teacher 1, Samal District

The Alternative Learning System (ALS) in the Philippines provides a second
chance for individuals who were unable to finish formal education due to various life
circumstances. As a flexible and inclusive approach, ALS is designed to meet the needs
of out-of-school youth, adults, and marginalized groups. However, to ensure its

continued relevance and effectiveness, research in ALS is essential.

Conducting research in ALS plays a vital role in understanding the challenges,
needs, and learning behaviors of ALS learners. It allows educators, program developers,
and policymakers to gain data-driven insights that guide the improvement of
instructional strategies, learning materials, and assessment tools. For instance, studies on
learner motivation, barriers to participation, and the effectiveness of modular and

blended learning methods help tailor ALS programs more effectively.

Furthermore, research helps evaluate the impact of ALS on learners’ lives—
tracking their progress in literacy, livelihood skills, and reintegration into formal
schooling or employment. It also highlights the importance of community partnerships,

technological access, and teacher training in ensuring quality education delivery.

Supporting ongoing research in the Alternative Learning System (ALS) empowers
stakeholders—such as policymakers, educators, and community leaders—to make
evidence-based decisions that improve the program’s effectiveness, accessibility, and
inclusivity. Through research, gaps in implementation can be identified, innovative

strategies can be developed, and learner outcomes can be continuously enhanced. These
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efforts directly contribute to the broader national and global objective of achieving

Education for All, ensuring that no learner is left behind regardless of their background
or circumstances. More than just gathering statistics or reports, research in ALS serves as
a vital instrument for meaningful change. It drives innovation, strengthens program
delivery, and promotes a more equitable and responsive educational system that truly

caters to the diverse needs of all learners.
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