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EDUCATION SYSTEM IN THE PHILIPPINES

by:
April Lyn S. Esperida
Teacher I, Kitang Elementary School

As it shapes future generations and promotes national advancement, the
Philippine educational system is an essential part of the nation's growth. It is
distinguished by its varied curriculum, lengthy history, and continuous revisions meant

to increase relevance, quality, and accessibility.

Context. The origins of education in the Philippines can be found in the informal learning
methods used by indigenous groups prior to colonization. With the founding of the first
schools and institutions, including the University of Santo Tomas in 1611, the formal
education system was introduced during the Spanish colonization in the 16th century.
The early 20th century in America further influenced the system by placing a strong

emphasis on standardized curricula, public education, and English language training.

The Education System's Structure. There are various levels in the Philippine educational

system:

1.Kindergarten, elementary school (grades 1-6), and junior high school (grades 7-10)
make up basic education. The goal of this level is to impart fundamental knowledge in

social studies, science, literacy, and numeracy.

2.The Senior High School (Grades 11-12) level was created by the K-12 reform in 2013
and offers specialized programs such Academic, Technical-Vocational-Livelihood,
Sports, and Arts and Design to prepare students for postsecondary education, technical-

vocational training, or work.
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3.Higher Education: Undergraduate, graduate, and professional degrees are offered by

universities and institutions. Among the top universities are De La Salle University,

Ateneo de Manila University, and the University of the Philippines.
Curriculum and Quality

The Department of Education (DepEd) is in charge of basic education in the Philippines,
while the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) is in charge of university education.
The program seeks to enhance students' critical thinking, values, and competencies.
Integrating technology, encouraging inclusive education, and matching skills to

international norms are the main goals of recent changes.
Obstacles and Reforms

Notwithstanding advancements, the Philippine educational system still faces a number

of obstacles:

Geographical and socioeconomic restrictions prevent many students, particularly those

in distant places, from having access to high-quality education.

* Quality of Education: Teacher preparation and curriculum improvements are required

when standardized tests identify gaps in learning results.

* Resource Limitations: Inadequate classrooms, instructional resources, and

contemporary facilities make learning less efficient.

To address these difficulties, the government has started programs including the K-12

program, school upgrading projects, and scholarship programs.
Prospects for the Future

With an emphasis on digitalization, international competitiveness, and inclusivity, the

Philippine educational system is still developing. Online and blended learning have
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become more popular as a result of the use of flexible learning modalities, particularly

during the COVID-19 epidemic.

In conclusion

To address these difficulties, the government has started programs including the K-12

program, school upgrading projects, and scholarship programs.
Prospects for the Future

With an emphasis on digitalization, international competitiveness, and inclusivity, the
Philippine educational system is still developing. Online and blended learning have
become more popular as a result of the use of flexible learning modalities, particularly

during the COVID-19 epidemic.

The history, culture, and ambitions of the Philippines are all reflected in the
dynamic terrain of the Philippine educational system. Even though it has achieved great
progress, more changes and funding are required to guarantee that Filipino students have
the information and abilities they will need in the future. The Philippines wants to create
a more high-quality and equitable education system for everyone by working together

with communities, educators, and the government.
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