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CREATING AN ENGLISH-SPEAKING ZONE IN SCHOOLS:
PROMOTING LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

by:
Rodelio R. Dionisio
Teacher 111

Implementing an English-Speaking Zone in specific areas of a school is an effective
strategy to enhance students' language proficiency and confidence in using English in
real-life situations. These designated zones —such as corridors, libraries, English
classrooms, or specific corners of the campus —serve as environments where only English

is spoken, encouraging learners to practice regularly and naturally.

The primary goal of an English-Speaking Zone is to immerse students in the language,
reinforcing what they learn in class through constant exposure and use. By interacting
with peers and teachers in English, students gradually become more fluent, improve their
pronunciation, and expand their vocabulary. Over time, these everyday conversations

help reduce the fear or hesitation often associated with speaking a second language.

These zones also encourage a culture of active learning. When students are surrounded
by others who are also trying to communicate in English, it creates a supportive and
motivating atmosphere. Everyone shares the goal of improving their skills, which fosters
collaboration and peer learning. It also helps students develop important soft skills such

as confidence, adaptability, and communication.

Teachers and staff play a key role in the success of an English-Speaking Zone. By
modeling proper usage, offering gentle corrections, and encouraging participation, they
help create a positive and engaging learning environment. Fun activities such as “English
Only” days, games, and conversation clubs can also enhance the experience. However,

it's important to implement these zones with encouragement rather than pressure.
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Students should feel that mistakes are part of the learning process. Clear signage,

supportive rules, and consistent reinforcement can help maintain the effectiveness of

these areas.

In conclusion, English Speaking Zones provide a practical and interactive way for
students to improve their language skills. By making English a natural part of their daily

routine, schools can build more confident, capable, and expressive communicators.
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