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Journalism serves an important function in society by providing reliable, timely,
and relevant information to the public. As a pillar of democracy, it guarantees that
citizens are up to date on current events, political developments, social issues, and
international affairs. Beyond simply reporting facts, journalism operates as a watchdog,
holding those in power accountable and encouraging openness in government and
institutions. Journalism contributes to the creation of a more informed and involved

populace by providing investigative reporting, opinion articles, and analysis.

One of the most fundamental roles of journalism is to inform the public. A well-
informed society is essential for the proper functioning of democracy, as citizens rely on
accurate news to make decisions about governance, policies, and social issues. By
providing factual and objective reporting, journalists ensure that people have access to
information that affects their daily lives. This includes updates on public policies,
economic trends, health crises, technological advancements, and cultural shifts. Without
journalism, societies would lack a reliable source of information, leading to

misinformation, ignorance, and uninformed decision-making.

In addition to informing the public, journalism acts as a watchdog, holding
governments, corporations, and institutions accountable for their actions. Investigative
journalism plays a critical role in uncovering corruption, fraud, and abuses of power. By
exposing misconduct and unethical activities, journalists help to ensure justice and
transparency, holding people in positions of authority accountable for their acts. Many

significant events, such as the Watergate affair and the revelation of human rights
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violations, have been brought to light by brave journalism, indicating its ability to effect

change.

Journalism plays an important role in shaping public opinion. The media, through
news stories, editorials, and analysis, can shape how people perceive specific problems,
events, and personalities. The framing of stories, use of language, and focus on specific
aspects of an issue can all influence social attitudes and reactions. This impact can be both
positive and detrimental; ethical media encourages informed debate and logical
conversation, whereas biased or sensationalized reporting can lead to misinformation,

fear, and division within society.

Another essential function of journalism is to give a forum for various views and
perspectives. A free and independent press enables people from many backgrounds,
opinions, and experiences to express themselves and participate to public conversation.
This range of viewpoints promotes dialogue, critical thinking, and contributes to the
creation of a more inclusive and understandable society. Journalism may highlight social
injustices, fight for legislative reforms, and promote equality and human rights by

focusing on topics impacting underprivileged communities.

Journalism has an important role in cultural and social development, in addition
to politics and governance. Journalists cover historical events, celebrate creative
accomplishments, and investigate cultural shifts. Journalism maintains history by telling
stories and producing features that teach the public about traditions, values, and cultural
standards. Furthermore, entertainment journalism and lifestyle reporting influence
trends, consumer behaviors, and public interests in fields such as fashion, music,

literature, and technology.

In times of crisis, journalism becomes an even more important source of
information. Whether it's a natural disaster, a pandemic, or a conflict, journalists provide

real-time updates, safety tips, and expert analysis to help people navigate uncertain
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situations. Reliable journalism helps dispel rumors, combat misinformation, and guide

the public with credible sources of information. The role of journalists in times of crisis
underlines the importance of press freedom and the necessity for ethical, responsible

reporting.

However, journalists face numerous challenges in carrying out their societal
responsibilities. The rise of digital media has led to the spread of misinformation and fake
news, making it difficult for people to distinguish between credible sources and
misleading content. While social media platforms are useful for quickly conveying news,
they also facilitate the spread of erroneous or altered information. To combat
disinformation, journalists and media organizations must work harder to maintain

journalistic integrity, fact-check stories, and educate the public about media literacy.

Another big issue is press freedom and the protection of journalists. In many parts
of the world, journalists endure censorship, intimidation, and threats for reporting on
contentious issues or exposing wrongdoing. Governments, corporations, and even
criminal organizations may want to stifle investigative journalism, thereby impeding the
free flow of information. Ensuring press freedom is critical to preserving a society in
which journalists can report the truth without fear of persecution or violence.
International organizations and advocacy groups continue to battle for journalists' safety

and the freedom to free press.

Despite these obstacles, journalism is nevertheless a potent agent for change.
Journalism helps to improve society by raising awareness about urgent issues,
influencing public policy, and educating citizens. Responsible media promotes
democratic values, civic involvement, and social fairness. As technology advances, media
must adapt by adopting new platforms, novel storytelling approaches, and digital

strategies while upholding ethical standards and trustworthiness.

17 March 2025
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




d: edbataan.comPublications

Finally, journalism is critical for informing and molding society. It educates the
public, promotes accountability, changes opinions, amplifies various viewpoints, and
preserves historical records. While issues such as misinformation, censorship, and
journalist safety exist, the role of journalism in preserving democracy and promoting an
educated society cannot be overemphasized. Individuals who consume news must also
practice critical thinking, seek reputable sources, and support responsible journalism to
ensure that the media continues to play its crucial role in molding a more just and

informed world.
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