
  

 

17 March 2025 

Publications 

 
 

THE NATURE OF READING AS A LANGUAGE PROCESS 
 

by: 
Mark Francis A. Navarro 

Teacher II, Mariveles National High School – Poblacion 
 

 Reading is a complex cognitive and linguistic process that requires decoding 

symbols to determine meaning. It is a necessary skill that connects oral and written 

communication, allowing people to read, interpret, and respond to written information. 

Reading is a linguistic process that includes phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, 

and pragmatics. The interaction of these components facilitates understanding, 

transforming reading into a dynamic and multidimensional activity. 

 One of the most important components of reading is decoding, which is the 

capacity to detect written symbols (letters and words) and translate them into spoken 

language. The process is primarily dependent on phonemic awareness, or the ability to 

recognize and alter particular sounds inside words. Readers must also understand the 

alphabetic principle, which connects written letters to their associated sounds. Effective 

decoding is critical in early reading development because it lays the groundwork for 

fluency and comprehension. 

 Beyond decoding, reading necessitates morphological and syntactic processing. 

Morphology is concerned with the structure of words, such as prefixes, suffixes, and root 

words. By recognizing morphemes, readers can deduce the meanings of unknown words 

and expand their vocabulary. Syntax, on the other hand, refers to the order of words 

within sentences. Proficient readers employ their understanding of sentence structure to 

anticipate meaning and overcome ambiguities, resulting in more fluid comprehension. 

 The semantic part of reading is equally important because it involves grasping the 

meaning of words and phrases. Semantics entails analyzing terminology, identifying 
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synonyms and antonyms, and understanding figurative language. Readers use prior 

information and contextual clues to generate meaning, making reading a participatory 

process that necessitates both cognitive involvement and linguistic skill. 

 Additionally, reading requires pragmatic awareness, which refers to 

understanding words in context. To properly understand the text's meaning, readers 

must consider the author's goal, the audience, and the cultural context. Pragmatics 

enables readers to interpret inferred meanings, identify tone, and recognize rhetorical 

methods utilized in writing. This competence is especially important when reading 

complicated writings like novels, persuasive essays, and academic papers. 

 Reading is an active cognitive process that needs participation and critical thought. 

Skilled readers continually predict, question, and analyze material as they read. They 

develop inferences from textual and contextual clues, connect concepts, and synthesize 

new information. This active interaction improves comprehension and retention, turning 

reading into a dynamic learning experience. 

 Furthermore, reading is a social and culturally significant activity. Individuals' 

reading and interpretation styles are influenced by their linguistic background, cultural 

experiences, and educational exposure. Different languages and writing systems may 

necessitate unique reading practices, and cultural viewpoints can influence how readers 

comprehend and respond to texts. As a result, reading is not a universal activity, but one 

that is profoundly embedded in an individual's linguistic and cultural context. 

 Fluency in reading is another important factor that influences comprehension. 

Fluent readers can easily distinguish words, read at the appropriate tempo, and maintain 

perfect tone. Fluency enables readers to focus on meaning rather than decoding, resulting 

in deeper engagement with the text. Without practice, reading can become tedious, 

making it difficult to maintain focus and comprehend complicated ideas. 
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 Modern reading has expanded beyond traditional print media to incorporate 

digital texts, multimedia, and hyperlinked content. This transformation has presented 

readers with new obstacles and opportunities for reading comprehension, necessitating 

the development of digital literacy abilities. The ability to browse online texts, critically 

analyze sources, and integrate information from many formats has grown in importance 

in today's information-driven culture. 

 Ultimately, reading is a fundamental language function that involves cognitive, 

linguistic, and social components. It is more than just recognizing words; it is also about 

understanding and interpreting meaning in a variety of circumstances. Individuals who 

have good reading skills can improve their communication talents, broaden their 

knowledge, and engage critically with the world around them. 
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