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NURTURING SCIENTIFIC THINKING: ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR
YOUNG LEARNERS

by:
Demi Jam N. Jamir
Teacher I, Sta. Isabel Elementary School

To think scientifically, you need to be curious, be able to solve problems, and have
a mindset that looks for answers based on evidence instead of just memorizing facts or
formulas. Teaching young students basic scientific concepts not only helps them
understand the world they live in but also helps them learn how to think critically and
analyze things. Teachers can spark a lifelong love of learning and discovery by

encouraging scientific thought from a young age.

Inquiry-based learning is one of the best ways for young students to improve their
scientific knowledge. Students are more likely to be involved in their education when
they are told to test their ideas, make predictions, and ask questions. They can learn to
think like scientists by doing simple things like watching plants grow, playing with
magnets, or doing hands-on tests to discover water's properties. When kids are free to
explore, they learn to observe, think logically, and understand how one action can lead

to another.

Another essential part of teaching scientific thinking is stressing the importance of
evidence and reasoning. Instead of just giving answers, teachers should encourage
students to explain how they came to their conclusions and back them up with
observations. Instead of saying that things sink or float, students might test different
things in water and then talk about what they found. This method helps people become
better at analyzing things and form the habit of gathering information before making

choices.
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Cooperation and talking to each other are also essential for learning science.
Supporting debates, presentations, and group projects helps students share their
thoughts and learn from each other. Science isn't about making one significant discovery;
it's about sharing what we know and building on other people's work. Teachers teach
young students to solve problems with confidence, curiosity, and creativity by
encouraging scientific thinking through exploration, reasoning, and teamwork. This

prepares them for a future where invention and inquiry are the norm.
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