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VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT SUPPORTS READING READINESS

by:
Arlene M. Serrano
Teacher I, Pita Elementary School

"Words are the building blocks of comprehension and communication; a strong

vocabulary serves as the foundation for a lifetime of learning and literacy."

— Beck, McKeown, & Kucan, Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction
(2013).

This quote highlights the integral role of vocabulary in fostering comprehension
and underscores its importance in early literacy development. It connects directly to the
idea that vocabulary is foundational for reading readiness. The growth of vocabulary is
crucial in promoting reading preparedness in children, establishing the groundwork for
literacy and language learning. Vocabulary is crucial for comprehending spoken and
written language since it allows children to associate words with their meanings. When
children possess a strong vocabulary, they are able to more effectively understand story
contexts, identify language patterns, and grasp new concepts. This process, referred to as
semantic development, enhances cognitive skills that facilitate reading fluency and
understanding. Moreover, studies indicate that early interactions with diverse and rich
vocabulary via conversations, storytelling, and reading aloud greatly improve language

skills, establishing a foundation for effective reading experiences.

A strong vocabulary connects decoding and understanding, which are two
essential elements of reading preparedness. Decoding is the skill of pronouncing words,
whereas comprehension entails grasping the significance of those words. Without a
robust vocabulary, kids might find it difficult to comprehend text, even if they can read

words correctly. For example, unknown words can interrupt a child's reading rhythm
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and impede their capacity to link concepts together. Vocabulary also aids phonological

awareness, as kids become skilled at identifying and altering sounds in words, a crucial
indicator of early reading achievement. Engaging in rhyming games, word classification,
and interactive conversations enhances these abilities, establishing vocabulary growth as

a fundamental aspect of literacy instruction.

Moreover, expanding vocabulary cultivates a passion for reading by boosting a
child's self-assurance and drive. When children come across texts containing familiar
words, they tend to interact with the content more and appreciate the reading experience.
This rewarding feedback motivates them to discover new books, broadening their
vocabulary even more. Parents and teachers are essential in this process by presenting
varied vocabulary through intentional interactions and excellent literature. Focusing on
vocabulary growth provides children with the essential tools to handle the intricacies of

language, setting the foundation for academic achievement and enduring learning.
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