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MY IDENTITY, MY RESPONSIBILITY AS A LESBIAN TEACHER

by:
Ms. Cynthia N. Calanogan

Introduction:

As an educator, identity plays a crucial role in shaping one’s approach to teaching
and fostering an inclusive environment. For lesbian teachers, the intersection of personal
identity and professional responsibility creates unique opportunities and challenges.
Embracing and acknowledging one’s identity is not only empowering but also a call to
action to contribute positively to the lives of students and the broader educational

community.
Embracing Authenticity

Being authentic about one’s identity as a lesbian teacher can serve as a powerful
example for students. Authenticity encourages openness, acceptance, and the breaking
down of stereotypes. By being true to oneself, a teacher can inspire students to embrace

their own identities and foster a culture of respect and understanding.

Creating Safe Spaces, lesbian teachers can actively work to make classrooms safe
spaces where all students feel respected, regardless of their gender identity or sexual
orientation. Open discussions about diversity and inclusion help students appreciate and

celebrate differences.

Advocating for representation, representation matters. Incorporating LGBTQ+
literature, history, and voices into the curriculum ensures that students see diverse
identities reflected in their education. Representation can normalize discussions about

sexual orientation and gender identity, reducing stigma.
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Challenging discrimination, teachers have the responsibility to address and

challenge discriminatory behaviors or language in the classroom. By modeling allyship

and standing against prejudice, educators create a culture of accountability and respect.

Balancing personal and professional roles navigating the dual roles of being a
lesbian and a teacher requires balancing personal authenticity with professional
boundaries. This balance ensures that students benefit from a role model who
demonstrates courage and integrity and respect is maintained for varying perspectives

within the school community.
Supporting LGBTQ+ Students

Lesbian teachers are uniquely positioned to understand and support LGBTQ+
students who may feel isolated or misunderstood. By sharing their experiences—
appropriately and professionally —teachers can provide guidance, reassurance, and a

sense of belonging to these students.
Overcoming Challenges

Being an openly lesbian teacher may come with challenges, including biases or
misconceptions from colleagues, parents, or the community. Facing these challenges
requires staying committed to one’s values and mission as an educator. Finding allies and
creating networks of support within and outside the school. Using opportunities to

educate others about LGBTQ+ issues and foster understanding,.
Conclusion

As a lesbian teacher, embracing one’s identity is both a personal journey and a
professional responsibility. By fostering inclusivity, challenging prejudice, and
supporting students, lesbian educators contribute to creating an environment where all
individuals are valued and empowered. This role goes beyond teaching—it’s about

shaping a more accepting and equitable society for future generations.
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