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ELEMENTARY READING TECHNIQUE TRENDS

by:
Hernanie B. Bungulan
Teacher I, Bangal Elementary School

Teaching Reading in the primary level is continuously changing, as factors
regarding how children learn now is also fast evolving. As such, educators need to
upgrade themselves on how to deal with new type of learners influenced by sprouts of

technology and social media.

Al and Personalized Learning- use of Artificial Intelligence to create a conducive,
flexible teaching-learning landscape is growing. Tools powered by Al can assess students'
reading stages and tailor difficulties” interventions. Apps like Lexia and Sora use Al to
create one on one reading paths adjusted to each student skills. As real-time data of
learners’” developments are easily obtained by teachers, scaffoldings needed are also

provided on time.

Incorporating Digital Literacy Tools-combined with technology, reading platforms
like Epic! and Raz-Kids offer interactive e-books, quizzes, reading logs that engage pupils

in multimedia elements (audio, video, etc.) that adds more to reading comprehension.

Phonics and Phonemic Awareness with a Focus on Fluency- As the forerunner in
the science of reading, and with emphasis on fluency, recognition and proper expression
is well developed. Reading, reader's theater, and partner reading are examples to practice
expression, pacing, and word familiarization. Decodable texts could also be used to for

easier phonemic awareness.
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Project-Based Learning (PBL) for Literacy- motivates students to use their reading

skills in real-world situations, reading texts, specific topics are given and students create

their own outputs, a report, performances. It promotes real learning.

Culturally Responsive and Inclusive Reading- Integrating inclusive literature
promotes wider perspectives, and experiences. Proper selection that highlights varied
family structure, gender identities, racial backgrounds let learners develop empathy and

deeper understanding of the world around them.

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Through Literature-Books are used to target
emotions, empathy, and explore the complexities of relationships. Connections of the

characters situations are compared to their own personal experiences.

Interactive Reading and Read-Aloud- Digital read-aloud platforms have built-in
comprehension checks, learners answer questions or discuss the text at certain stages,

through voice or on-screen.

Multisensory Learning and Kinesthetic Approaches- use to accommodate all types
of learners, like those with dyslexia or other learning disabilities. Tactile activities, like
letter tiles, sandpaper letters, and finger tracing of words, and others. Movement-based

strategies, are integrated to address specific learning needs.

Graphic Novels and Visual Literacy- well-illustrated novels, visual literacy aid in
more absorption of structure, word recognition/word banks, and real grasp is developing
where traditional methods might have loopholes. Sample graphic novels are Dog Man or

the Baby-sitters Club and others.

Cross-Curricular Literacy Integration- make connections and deepen their
understanding through integration of all subjects” content to create a wider view across

disciplines, fiction, on-fictions texts deepen their horizons and understanding.
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Gamification and Reading Challenges- have students learn in a fun, engaging way.

Game designs like points, badges, and levels to reward students for reading are earned.
Goals, like reading a certain number of books or pages in a week, tracking their own
progress make them more engaged and focused in their own learning. Platforms like

Biblionasium and Epic! are a must try.

Explicit Vocabulary Instruction-trusted in building well -versed academic
vocabulary and using context clues to fathom unfamiliar words. For retention, and
understanding, repetitions or memorizations of terms are not just the focus but more on
pupils’ exploring new words through word wall, journals, semantic graphs/graphic

organizers, and using new words in their own sentences and stories.

Trends in teaching reading now are well-blend of traditional and new innovative
ways incorporating technology; since Al, digital tools, reading instructions addressed
individual needs and interests its now more personalized, inclusive and interactive. With
studies supporting emotional and social aspects of reading educators now focus also on
the learners’ developing more critical thinking skills, empathy and understanding
maximizing the use of varied literatures, multisensory/differentiated instructions, cross-

curricular connections to uphold well-honed readers.
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