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GRADE SCHOOL

by:
Maria April D. Rico
Teacher I, Payangan Integrated School

Reading is a fundamental skill that lays the foundation for all learning, and
effective instruction in grade school is crucial for students” academic success. Teachers
use a variety of strategies to help students develop key reading skills, such as decoding,
comprehension, fluency, and vocabulary acquisition. These strategies aim to not only
improve students' reading abilities but also to foster a love for reading. Below are some

of the most effective reading strategies employed in grade school classrooms.

One of the foundational strategies in early reading is phonics instruction. Phonics
teaches students the relationship between letters and their sounds, which helps them
decode words. Teachers begin with basic letter-sound relationships and progressively
introduce more complex letter combinations. Phonics activities, such as word-building
exercises and rhyming games, help reinforce this skill and lay the groundwork for

reading fluency.

Guided reading is another highly effective strategy, where teachers work with
small groups of students at similar reading levels. The teacher selects an appropriate text,
and students read aloud, with the teacher offering feedback and support. This strategy
allows for personalized instruction, helping students practice self-correction, prediction,

and comprehension skills while receiving guidance tailored to their needs.

Interactive read-alouds involve teachers reading books aloud to the class while
engaging students in discussions about the text. This method encourages active

participation, as students predict what will happen next, discuss characters’ actions, and
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connect the material to their own experiences. It helps improve listening comprehension,

vocabulary, and critical thinking skills.

Reciprocal teaching is a collaborative strategy where students take turns leading
discussions and applying four key reading comprehension strategies: predicting,
questioning, clarifying, and summarizing. In small groups, students work together to
analyze the text, making them active participants in their learning and reinforcing their

comprehension skills.

Vocabulary building is crucial for reading comprehension, and teachers employ
direct instruction, word exploration, and visual aids to expand students” vocabulary.
Introducing key vocabulary before reading and revisiting it throughout the lesson helps
students understand new words in context and improves their overall reading

comprehension.

In shared reading, teachers and students read a text together, with the teacher
modeling fluent reading while students follow along. This approach helps build fluency,
confidence, and familiarity with the text. Teachers can also emphasize aspects of the text

like punctuation and descriptive language to enhance understanding.

To promote reading comprehension, teachers use techniques such as graphic
organizers, which help students map out key story elements like characters and plot.
Summarization also helps students distill the main ideas of a text, reinforcing their

understanding.

Finally, differentiated instruction ensures that all students receive instruction
suited to their individual reading levels. For students who need extra support, teachers
may provide one-on-one sessions, leveled books, or intensive practice with phonics. More
advanced students might be given opportunities for independent work or more
challenging texts. Differentiation ensures that every student can progress at their own

pace and receive the support they need to succeed.
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In conclusion, effective reading instruction in grade school involves a range of

strategies that address the diverse needs of students. From phonics and guided reading
to vocabulary building and differentiated instruction, these strategies help students
develop the skills they need to become proficient readers. When reading instruction is
engaging and tailored to students' needs, it fosters a lifelong love of learning and sets

students on a path to academic success.
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