d= edbataan.comPublications

BUILDING BRIGHT FUTURES THROUGH PARENTAL
INVOLVEMENT IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

by:
Lea Jean A. Espinosa
Teacher I, Pita Elementary School

Parental involvement is fundamental to a child's educational achievement,
particularly in the elementary stage. Studies repeatedly indicate that when parents
engage actively in their child's education, kids are more inclined to succeed academically,
socially, and emotionally. Whether assisting with homework, joining parent-teacher
meetings, or volunteering for school events, parents' involvement builds a solid basis for
learning and a favorable mindset towards education. This collaboration between families
and educational institutions fosters a nurturing atmosphere that encourages children to

achieve their maximum potential.

A major advantage of parental engagement is enhanced academic achievement.
Henderson and Mapp (2002) suggest that children with parents involved in their
education typically obtain higher grades, maintain improved attendance, and show
enhanced cognitive abilities. This is due to the fact that parents can support education at
home, connecting classroom teaching with daily experiences. For instance, talking about
books, working on math abilities, or investigating science projects as a team can turn
learning into a fun and significant experience, boosting children’s self-assurance and

proficiency.

In addition to academics, parental engagement also fosters social and emotional
growth. Epstein (2011) points out that children whose parents are engaged display
improved behavior, enhanced communication abilities, and a greater sense of self-esteem.
When parents engage in school activities or demonstrate concern for their child's

development, they indicate that education is important. This confirmation not only
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reinforces the relationship between parents and children but also aids kids in building

resilience and a feeling of belonging, both essential for facing challenges within and
beyond the classroom.However, fostering parental involvement requires a collaborative
effort between schools and families. Teachers and administrators play a vital role in
creating opportunities for parents to participate, from organizing workshops to
maintaining open lines of communication. According to Hoover-Dempsey and Sandler
(1997), schools that proactively engage families often see higher levels of involvement,
even from parents with busy schedules. By working together, parents and educators can
empower children to succeed, laying the groundwork for lifelong learning and personal

growth.

Nonetheless, promoting parental engagement necessitates a cooperative approach
between educational institutions and families. Educators and school leaders are essential
in providing chances for parents to engage, ranging from arranging workshops to
ensuring clear communication. Hoover-Dempsey and Sandler (1997) suggest that schools
that actively involve families typically experience increased participation, even from
parents who have hectic schedules. Through collaboration, parents and educators can
enable children to thrive, establishing the foundation for continuous learning and

individual development.
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