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BUILDING A STRONG RELATIONSHIP TO UNLOCK STUDENT
POTENTIAL

by:
Richell A. Benico
Teacher I, Pita Elementary School

In what ways can teachers genuinely motivate their students to achieve their
maximum potential? The solution is found in the skill of linking. Establishing solid
connections with students goes beyond mere academic teaching; it involves fostering a
feeling of belonging and trust that inspires students to participate and thrive. When
teachers invest effort in recognizing their students as unique individuals, it cultivates a
stronger bond that turns the classroom into a nurturing community. These connections
motivate students to express their difficulties and goals, aware that they have an educator

who sincerely values their development.

A crucial aspect of fostering strong connections is developing emotional
intelligence. Educators who exhibit empathy and strong listening abilities foster a secure
atmosphere where learners feel appreciated. For example, identifying when a student is
facing emotional challenges and providing assistance can greatly impact their academic
and personal well-being. Empathy aids in closing the divide between teacher and student,
enabling educators to relate on a personal level. By demonstrating compassion and
understanding, educators also show students the value of these traits, aiding them in

building more positive relationships with their classmates.

Another vital aspect is reliability and dependability. Students flourish when they
perceive their teacher as dependable and steady in their behaviors and standards. Basic
actions, like recalling a student's interests or honoring their accomplishments, show that
the teacher appreciates them as a person. Consistency in discipline and equity also

promotes respect and confidence, establishing a classroom atmosphere where students
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feel safe. This feeling of security allows students to concentrate on their learning and

establishes a base for reciprocal respect between educator and learner.

Ultimately, efficient communication is fundamental to enhancing relationships
with students. Educators who actively interact with students through significant
dialogues create chances to better grasp their needs and goals. Inquiring with open-ended
questions regarding their objectives or interests can uncover valuable insights that assist
educators in customizing their teaching methods. Moreover, delivering constructive
feedback in a supportive and uplifting way enhances students' confidence and cultivates
a growth mindset. When communication is reciprocal, students feel encouraged to

articulate their thoughts, enhancing the bond between teacher and student.
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