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THE LIFELONG BENEFITS OF READING FOR CHILDREN

by:
Mellanie S. Lapid
Master Teacher 11, Hermosa Elementary School

Amid the continuous advancement of technology, the importance of reading must
not be forgotten. More than just a pastime, reading serves as a foundation for knowledge,

understanding, and growth, especially for our youth.

According to a study by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD, 2021), young individuals with strong reading skills are more likely
to achieve successful careers in the future. Reading ability not only enhances academic

performance but also boosts students' confidence and self-assurance.

Furthermore, reading strengthens children's imagination and creativity. It enables
them to discover different worlds, meet new characters, and have new adventures. All

these experiences contribute to their development as individuals.

Reading also helps children better understand their environment and the world
around them. They learn about new cultures, histories, and sciences, providing them with
a broader perspective on life and teaching them to be more empathetic and

compassionate toward others.

To reinforce the importance of reading, many institutions and schools have
implemented programs promoting reading among the youth. For example, the

Department of Education in the Philippines launched initiatives like

"Brigada Eskwela," which not only focuses on improving school facilities but also

on fostering relationships centered on reading.
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Thus, it is crucial to encourage children to read. Be role models by reading stories
to them, taking them to libraries, and providing access to books and other reading

materials.

Remember, reading is a gift that offers children a brighter future. Reading is the

key to growth, hope, and success.

So, "Kids, Read More!"
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