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MANIPULATIVE: A POWERFUL TOOL FOR BETTER LEARNING IN
ELEMENTARY

by:
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In the world of education, the use of manipulatives has proven to be an incredibly
helpful tool for buttressing literacy in abecedarian settings then in the Philippines. These
are physical objects that pupils can touch, feel, and manipulate to learn fine generalities,
ameliorate problem- working chops, and consolidate their understanding of abstract
ideas. It's clear that manipulatives can make a huge difference in youthful Filipino
learners' educational issues and mastery of the subject matter. What makes

manipulatives so special is that they really engage pupils and help them learn better.

According to McCarthy and Pisano (2023), manipulatives are so effective because
they present ideas in multiple ways, they are multisensory, and they promote
communication. These are all crucial factors of developing a deep understanding of an
assignment. They also set up that certain groups of learners, especially those in
Mathematics, English- language literacy, and those with learning disabilities, can greatly

profit from the use of educational manipulatives.

A study conducted by Garcia (2020) highlighted the effectiveness of using
manipulatives in elementary education settings. Elementary education lays the
foundation for a pupil’s unborn academic success. It's essential to give them with
engaging and effective literacy gests that feed to their different literacy styles and
capacities. Manipulatives play a pivotal part in this regard by offering an interactive,
hands- on approach to learning the assignment and allowing them to explore assignment
generalities in a palpable and interactive way. In the environment of the Philippines,

where the education system faces multitudinous challenges similar as overcrowded
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classrooms, limited coffers, and different pupil populations, the use of manipulatives can

help address these issues. By incorporating manipulatives into classroom instruction,
teachers can produce a more dynamic and inclusive literacy terrain that caters to the
requirements of all learners, anyhow of their background or literacy capacities (Garcia,

2020).

Research has shown that using manipulatives in education can lead to bettered
academic performance, increased engagement, and better retention of information. A
study conducted by Smith and Thompson (2008) set up those learners who used
manipulatives in their subject assignments scored significantly advanced on
standardized tests compared to learners who didn't have access to manipulatives. This
highlights the significant impact that manipulatives can have on pupil learning issues.
also, manipulatives have been shown to help scholars develop critical problem- working
chops and critical thinking capacities. By interacting with physical particulars and
manipulating them to break assignment/ subject- related problems, pupils learn how to
suppose creatively, make connections between abstract generalities and real- world
situations, and develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter and assignment
generalities. Numerous scholars or learners struggle with Math, Science, English, and
warrant tone- confidence in their capacities, but using manipulatives can help make their
tone- regard, enhance their problem- working chops, and foster a growth mindset
towards literacy (Smith & Thompson, 2008). By furnishing scholars with hands- on gests
that make the subjects more accessible and pleasurable, preceptors/teachers can help

them overcome anxiety and develop a positive station towards literacy.

As teachers, it’s pivotal for us to understand the eventuality of manipulatives as
an effective tool for perfecting learning issues in introductory education. By incorporating
manipulatives into our tutoring practices, we can produce further engaging and
interactive literacy surroundings that promote active literacy, collaboration, and critical

thinking among scholars (Baker et. al, 2021).
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In conclusion, manipulatives are a precious resource that can greatly ameliorate
the quality of tutoring in abecedarian settings in our country. By offering scholars with
hands- on gests that engage their senses and promote active literacy, manipulatives can
help scholars develop a deeper understanding of fine generalities, ameliorate their
problem- working chops, and boost their tone- confidence in their capacities. preceptors
play a vital part in employing the eventuality of manipulatives to produce meaningful

literacy gests that inspire and empower youthful learners.
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