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"EMBARKING ON LITERACY: CULTIVATING EARLY READING
SKILLS IN YOUNG MINDS"

by:
Jocelyn S. Gaza
Teacher 111, Hermosa Elementary School

Reading is an important milestone in a child's educational path. It's a skill that
unlocks a world of information, imagination, and conversation. Beginning reading is a
critical stage because it establishes a child's lifetime relationship with literature and

learning.

Learning to read is similar to assembling a complex jigsaw, with each piece
reflecting a different facet of language acquisition. Phonics, vocabulary, understanding,

and fluency are examples of these fundamental building blocks.

Phonemic Awareness: Phonemic awareness is critical in the early stages of reading
development because it establishes the groundwork for good literacy skills by developing
a grasp of the various sounds, or phonemes, in spoken words. This skill supports in word
decoding and encoding by assisting youngsters in recognizing and manipulating the
sounds of language. Students increase their auditory discrimination and phonological
skills through phonemic awareness tasks such as rhyming, segmenting, and blending
sounds, which leads to enhanced word identification, spelling, and general reading
ability. As young readers gain proficiency in isolating and manipulating phonemes, they
learn the tools needed to traverse the intricacies of written language, laying the

groundwork for successful literacy development.

Phonics is the study of the link between letters and the sounds they produce.

Children begin by learning the sounds of individual letters before progressing to
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combining these sounds to make words. Young readers learn how to decode unfamiliar

words through phonics teaching, which is essential for independent reading.

Vocabulary refers to the words that a youngster understands and uses. A large
vocabulary improves comprehension and allows children to communicate more
effectively. Early exposure to a wide range of words, both through reading and

conversation, assists youngsters in developing a strong vocabulary.

Comprehension: Understanding the meaning of the text is required for
comprehension. It is not only about reading the words, but also about understanding the
concepts, characters, and events in a story. A child's comprehension skills can be
developed by asking questions, making predictions, and discussing the narrative with

others.

Fluency: Fluency is the ability to read text smoothly and expressively. Instead of
laboring with word recognition, fluent readers can concentrate on understanding the text.
Fluency development is aided by repeated reading exercise and exposure to a variety of

texts.

Nurturing young minds is developing a passion for reading in them. The journey
of learning to read goes beyond gaining technical skills. It is also critical to instill a love
of reading in children. Parents and educators all play an important part in developing
this desire. Adults may establish a lifetime enthusiasm for literature by providing access
to a variety of age-appropriate books, reading aloud, and creating a good reading

environment.

Patience and encouragement are very important. With these two virtues you show
that you really care. Each child moves at their own rate in the adventure of learning to
read. It is critical to show patience, support, and encouragement. Small achievements,

such as identifying a new word or reading a phrase fluently, should be celebrated. A
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child's reading achievement is dependent on his or her confidence and positive attitude

toward reading.

A child's discovery of the written word begins with beginning reading. It's an
exciting, challenging, and growing journey. Children are empowered to unlock the doors
to boundless realms of imagination and knowledge as they learn the key building blocks

of literacy and develop a strong love for reading.
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