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CLOSING THE GAP: ENSURING EDUCATION EQUITY IN A
DIGITAL-FIRST WORLD

by:
Jessica S. Dela Cruz
Teacher II, Sta. Rosa Elementary School

Inequalities in access to technology and the internet, known as the "digital divide",
continue to be a major problem in the Philippines, especially for learners from
underprivileged backgrounds, those living in rural regions, and those from marginalized
communities. Many students in outlying provinces struggle with limited access to
technology or rely on antiquated tools, while some students in urban areas benefit from
dependable internet connections and contemporary technologies. A 2021 poll conducted
by the Philippine Statistics Authority found that just 17.7% of homes have internet
connectivity, with rural areas having much lower rates. This disparity exacerbates
educational inequality by preventing many students from accessing digital resources,

finishing school assignments, or fully engaging in online learning.

As millions of students switched to remote learning during the COVID-19
pandemic, these disparities were brought to light. Many, especially in rural and low-
income areas, suffered because of insufficient equipment or erratic internet connectivity.
While some school districts had the resources to support students fairly, such as laptops
and hotspots, others did not. In order to guarantee that every student has the resources
required for successful learning, this crisis highlighted the pressing need for investments

in digital tools and infrastructure.

Making sure all kids have access to gadgets and fast internet is the first step in
closing the digital divide. To invest in infrastructure, offer reasonably priced internet
options, and distribute necessary gadgets, governments, educational institutions, and

business groups must work together. Access by itself, however, is not enough; in order
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for teachers to successfully incorporate technology into their lessons, they require

training. Teachers may create tech-driven, engaging learning experiences that benefit all

children by gaining digital literacy skills via professional development programs.

Beyond training and access, digital fairness necessitates focused assistance to
address a range of requirements. Students need to learn how to navigate online platforms
and critically evaluate content as part of their digital literacy. By offering assistive
technology to students with impairments, schools can further demonstrate their
commitment to accessibility. Community involvement is also essential. Families can get
support and access to technology through local groups, libraries, and community centers.
Together, we can overcome these obstacles and build an inclusive educational system that

equips all students to thrive in a technologically advanced world.

References:

Pew Research Center. (2021). Digital divide persists even as lower-income Americans
make gains in tech access. Pew Research Center. https:/ /www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2021/06/22/digital-divide-persists-even-as-lower-income-americans-make-gains-
in-tech-access

Van Dijjk, J. A. (2020). The digital divide. Polity Press.

Zhao, Y. (2021). The role of technology in education equity. Journal of Educational
Technology, 16(2), 42-56. https:/ /doi.org/10.1016/j.jetech.2021.06.003

26 December 2024
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




