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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM: HOW PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
BRIDGES EDUCATIONAL GAPS

by:
Jessica S. Dela Cruz
Teacher II, Sta. Rosa Elementary School

Although parents have a significant impact on their children's academic
performance, schools also bear some of the responsibility. Parental involvement
significantly enhances students' conduct, engagement, and academic achievement. By
actively participating in their children's education, whether it be through attending
conferences, helping with homework, or promoting a positive attitude toward education,
parents foster a love of learning and demonstrate the value of lifelong learning. Because
it helps bridge the gap in educational attainment, this participation is especially beneficial

to students from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Parents can create a learning environment in their homes by establishing study
routines, minimizing distractions, and encouraging healthy habits. Simple activities like
reading aloud to children, discussing their school day with them, or introducing them to
learning resources can all help to foster academic development. When it comes to closing
achievement gaps, these programs are especially crucial for families with limited access
to books, computers, or quiet study spaces. A supportive, literacy-rich home environment

provides stability and motivation that support academic accomplishment.

In addition to offering support at home, parents who engage in active
communication with schools can aid in closing educational disparities. Participation in
events, parent-teacher associations, and volunteer work in classrooms strengthens the
bond between families and educational institutions. Together, parents and teachers can

ensure that school and home efforts are tailored to the individual needs of each youngster.
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Effective communication —such as newsletters, meetings, and multilingual resources —

increases parental involvement by making families feel informed and welcome.

By providing workshops, opportunities for flexible involvement, and freely
accessible materials, schools can help parents who are unable to fully participate in their
children's education. If parents are equipped with the resources they need to support
their children and navigate the educational system, all families can participate in
meaningful ways. Successful parent-school partnerships foster academic achievement
and social-emotional development, providing every student with an equitable

opportunity to thrive.
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