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Gifted learners, defined as students who demonstrate high performance
capabilities in intellectual, creative, or artistic areas, need specialized support to thrive
academically and personally. Schools play a crucial role in identifying, nurturing, and
supporting these students' potential. This article will explore how schools can create
conducive learning environments, provide specialized curriculum and instruction, and
foster the social and emotional development of gifted learners. Key challenges and

strategies will be discussed to offer insights into effective educational practices.
Identification and Differentiated Curriculum

The first step in supporting gifted learners is proper identification, which requires
a multi-faceted approach involving teachers, counselors, and sometimes even parents.
Schools need to recognize that giftedness can manifest in various ways, from academic
excellence to exceptional creative or problem-solving abilities. Screening methods should
include standardized assessments, teacher recommendations, and portfolio reviews
(Johnsen & Kaul, 2016). Once identified, gifted students benefit from a differentiated

curriculum that aligns with their advanced learning pace and depth of understanding,.

A differentiated curriculum for gifted learners might include acceleration,
compacting, and enrichment strategies. Acceleration allows students to move through the
curriculum more quickly, either by skipping grades or by advancing in specific subjects
(Colangelo, Assouline, & Gross, 2004). Compacting, on the other hand, condenses
curriculum content to eliminate repetition, enabling students to focus on more

challenging material. Enrichment opportunities, such as independent study, advanced
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projects, and research opportunities, allow students to dive deeper into areas of interest

(Tomlinson, 2014).

Social and Emotional Support

Gifted learners often face unique social and emotional challenges. They may feel
isolated from peers due to intellectual differences or may experience heightened levels of
sensitivity and perfectionism. Schools play a pivotal role in addressing these issues by
providing supportive environments that foster social connections and emotional well-
being. Counseling services specifically for gifted students can help them manage stress
and build resilience (Neihart, Reis, Robinson, & Moon, 2002). Teachers can also encourage
collaboration and peer learning to help gifted students feel more integrated within their

school community.

Programs such as mentorship with older students or professionals in fields of
interest can provide gifted learners with role models who understand their challenges
and aspirations. Peer groups and extracurricular activities targeted toward gifted learners
can also help students find like-minded peers, enhancing their social experience and

helping them feel understood and accepted (Cross & Coleman, 2014).
Professional Development for Teachers

Supporting gifted learners requires specialized training for teachers, many of
whom may not have received formal instruction on meeting the needs of this population.
Professional development programs that focus on gifted education can equip teachers
with the tools to recognize gifted characteristics, provide appropriate challenges, and
support the students” social and emotional needs. These training programs might cover
differentiation strategies, enrichment techniques, and ways to foster a growth mindset

among gifted students (Rogers, 2007).
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Challenges in Supporting Gifted Learners

Despite the benefits of specialized support, schools often face significant
challenges in meeting the needs of gifted learners. One major obstacle is funding, as many
schools struggle to allocate resources specifically for gifted education programs.
Additionally, teachers may lack the time and resources to develop individualized
instruction plans for gifted students. Research has shown that in some cases, gifted
students may become disengaged or even underachieve if they are not challenged

appropriately in the classroom (Robinson, Shore, & Enersen, 2007).

Another challenge is the potential for "twice-exceptional" learners, students who
are gifted but also have disabilities, such as ADHD or dyslexia. These students require
both advanced and remedial support, which can be difficult to balance within traditional
school structures. Schools need to adopt flexible policies and foster collaboration between
special education and gifted education specialists to adequately support twice-

exceptional students (Baum, Owen, & Dixon, 1991).
Strategies for Improvement

Schools can adopt several strategies to overcome these challenges and improve
their support for gifted learners. One approach is to establish dedicated gifted education
programs or coordinators within schools, responsible for identifying gifted students and
coordinating appropriate educational plans. Some schools may also consider
partnerships with universities or online platforms to offer advanced coursework that

would not otherwise be available to gifted students.

Another strategy is to foster a school-wide culture that values diversity in learning
abilities, which can help reduce stigma and promote acceptance of gifted students.
Educators can use inclusive language and create opportunities for students to celebrate

each other’s unique strengths and talents.
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Schools have a profound impact on the lives of gifted learners. By implementing

appropriate identification methods, offering differentiated curriculum options, providing
social-emotional support, and equipping teachers with the skills they need, schools can
help gifted learners reach their full potential. While there are challenges in providing this
support, innovative approaches and a commitment to nurturing diverse talents can make

a significant difference.

References:

Baum, S. M., Owen, S. V., & Dixon, J. (1991). To be gifted & learning disabled: From

identification to practical intervention strategies. Creative Learning Press.

Colangelo, N., Assouline, S. G., & Gross, M. U. M. (2004). A nation deceived: How schools
hold back America’s brightest students. The Templeton National Report on Acceleration.

Cross, T. L., & Coleman, L. J. (2014). Social and emotional development of gifted students.

Prufrock Press.

Johnsen, S. K., & Kaul, C. (2016). Teaching gifted students with disabilities. Prufrock

Press.

Neihart, M., Reis, S. M., Robinson, N. M., & Moon, S. M. (2002). The social and emotional
development of gifted children: What do we know? Prufrock Press.

Robinson, A., Shore, B. M., & Enersen, D. L. (2007). Best practices in gifted education: An

evidence-based guide. Prufrock Press.

Rogers, K. B. (2007). Lessons learned about educating the gifted and talented: A synthesis
of the research on educational practice. Gifted Child Quarterly, 51(4), 382-396.

15 November 2024
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




d= edbataan.comPublications

Tomlinson, C. A. (2014). The differentiated classroom: Responding to the needs of all
learners (2nd ed.). ASCD.

Sénéchal, M., & LeFevre, J. (2002). Parental involvement in the development of children's
reading skill: A five-year longitudinal study. Child Development, 73(2), 445-460.
doi:10.1111/1467-8624.00417

Trelease, ]. (2013). The read-aloud handbook (7th ed.). Penguin Books.

15 November 2024
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




