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THE JOURNEY OF PURSUING A DOCTORATE DEGREE AS A
TEACHER: A PATH TO GROWTH AND IMPACT

by:
Noah V. De Lara
Teacher I1I, Adamson Elementary School

Earning a doctorate in education is a life-changing experience that has a significant
impact on one's professional and personal development in addition to improving one's
academic credentials. This path is marked by intense research, study, and dedication to
education, which eventually results in important advancements in the field of teaching
and learning. Some teachers decide to pursue doctorates in order to gain a deeper
understanding in their field and advance their own career. Teachers frequently want to
learn more, improve their methods, and become more involved with educational theories
and practices. A PhD degree also opens new career options, such as leadership positions

in education and some job opportunities in academia, like research or college teaching

After pursuing commitment from master’'s degree, the decision to chase a
doctorate involves a significant amount of dedication. While fostering critical thinking
and analytical abilities, a degree aims to increase teachers' expertise in their specialized
fields. Teachers' capacity to handle the difficulties encountered in the classroom improves
as they interact with complex theories and viewpoints. The research and dissertation
process are one of the most important parts of the doctoral process. Teachers can conduct
in-depth research on subjects of interest and add novel insights to the field of education
during this phase. They frequently concentrate their research on urgent problems in
education, like the efficacy of curricula, teacher preparation, student involvement, or
educational equity. Conducting research requires not only theoretical knowledge but also
practical skills in data collection and analysis. Teachers must navigate ethical

considerations and often collaborate with peers and advisors. The dissertation process is
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demanding and may take several years to complete, but it ultimately culminates in a

sense of accomplishment and a significant contribution to the body of knowledge in

education.

Teachers grow significantly both personally and professionally during the process.
Since obtaining a doctorate may display obstacles, it encourages resiliency and
persistence. Doctoral studies and teaching obligations must be balanced with
extraordinary time management and commitment. But these struggles have resulted in a
renewed passion for teaching. Additionally, interacting with faculty and other PhD
candidates builds a strong support system and collaborative network. These connections
stimulate fresh concepts, innovative teaching methods, and continuous professional
growth. When a teacher receives a doctorate degree, their perspective on education
changes. Teachers who possess advanced knowledge and research abilities can apply
evidence-based practices in the classroom. They take on the role of changing instruments,
influencing educational policies and participating in school improvement projects. In the
end, their journey enhances their professional lives as well as their students' educational

experiences.

It is a fulfilling experience to pursue a doctorate in teaching. Although it requires
comprehensive commitment, and a love of learning, the rewards are wide and extensive.
From coursework to dissertation research, every stage has advanced my objective of
becoming a more knowledgeable and influential teacher. Having a doctorate opens new
opportunities and enables educators to have a lasting impact on the lives of their students
and the direction of education, from improved teaching methods and personal
development to increased contributions to the educational community. By consistently
aiming for excellence, educators not only advance their own careers but also use
education to improve society. My passion for education has only grown because of
pursuing a doctorate in teaching, which has taught me that it is a lifelong calling rather

than just a career.
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