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ENHANCING READING COMPREHENSION AMONG GRADE 2
LEARNERS: A PATH TO LIFELONG LEARNING

by:
Maribel Valones
Teacher I, Kabalutan Elementary School

Reading comprehension is a cornerstone of a child's academic journey, particularly
for Grade 2 learners who are transitioning from basic literacy to deeper understanding.
At this critical stage, young readers must not only recognize words but also grasp their
meanings and how they fit into larger contexts. Strengthening this skill ensures their

success not just in academics but also in daily life.
The Importance of Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension allows learners to process and retain information
effectively. For Grade 2 students, it paves the way for independent learning, critical
thinking, and problem-solving. A child who struggles to understand what they read may
face challenges in other subjects, as reading is integral to learning in all areas of the

curriculum.
Challenges Faced by Grade 2 Learners

Despite its importance, many Grade 2 learners encounter hurdles in developing

strong reading comprehension skills. Some common challenges include:

Limited Vocabulary: A restricted word bank can hinder a child's ability to
understand text fully.

Difficulty in Making Connections: Children may struggle to relate what they read

to prior knowledge or real-world experiences.
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Attention and Focus Issues: Sustaining focus while reading can impact

comprehension, particularly for longer texts.

Lack of Interest in Reading: Without engaging materials, learners may not develop

a love for reading, which affects comprehension practice.
Strategies to Improve Reading Comprehension
Interactive Read-Aloud Sessions

Teachers and parents can read stories aloud, pausing to ask questions and
encourage predictions. This strategy fosters active engagement and helps learners

connect with the text.
Building Vocabulary

Introducing new words through games, flashcards, or storytelling enhances
students' word knowledge. A rich vocabulary equips them to decode and comprehend

more complex texts.
Question-and-Answer Activities

Encouraging learners to ask and answer questions about what they read promotes

critical thinking and helps them focus on key details.
Using Visual Aids

Pictures, charts, and story maps can help students visualize the text and better

understand the sequence of events, characters, and settings.
Connecting to Real-Life Experiences

Relating stories to real-world scenarios enables children to see the relevance of

reading in their everyday lives. This connection enhances understanding and retention.
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Encouraging Independent Reading

Providing access to a variety of books suited to their reading level motivates

students to read more, improving fluency and comprehension over time.
Role of Teachers and Parents

Teachers play a pivotal role in guiding Grade 2 learners toward reading
proficiency. Through creative and inclusive teaching methods, they can address diverse
learning needs. Parents, too, can support their children by creating a reading-friendly

environment at home, where books are readily available and reading is celebrated.
The Long-Term Impact

When Grade 2 learners master reading comprehension, they gain a foundation for
academic success and a lifelong love for learning. They become confident readers, capable
of analyzing texts and expressing their thoughts effectively. Beyond academics, this skill

fosters empathy, cultural awareness, and adaptability in an ever-changing world.

By addressing challenges and implementing tailored strategies, educators and
parents can nurture young minds to become adept readers, thinkers, and learners.

Reading comprehension is not merely a skill; it is a gateway to a brighter future.
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