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Brigada Eskwela, also known as the National Schools Maintenance Week, is an
annual initiative launched by the Department of Education (DepEd) in the Philippines.
This program unites various sectors of the community to prepare schools for the
upcoming academic year by cleaning, repairing, and beautifying school facilities. Brigada
Eskwela is more than just a maintenance program; it is a symbol of Filipino bayanihan
(community spirit), fostering collaboration between educators, parents, students, local
government units, and private sector partners. This article explores the significance of
Brigada Eskwela in enhancing the learning environment, promoting community

engagement, and its long-term impact on the Philippine educational system.

Since its inception in 2003, Brigada Eskwela has evolved into a national movement
that highlights the importance of shared responsibility in education. By mobilizing the
community to participate in various school-based activities, Brigada Eskwela aims to
create a conducive learning environment for students and to raise awareness about the
critical role of education in nation-building. According to DepEd, the program's success
is built on the principle that quality education is not solely the responsibility of teachers
and school officials but a collective effort that involves all stakeholders (Department of

Education, 2022).

A central focus of Brigada Eskwela is to ready school facilities for the upcoming
academic year. This involves tasks such as cleaning classrooms, repainting walls,
repairing damaged furniture, and fixing broken equipment. These activities not only

improve the physical environment of schools but also help to boost the morale of both
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students and teachers. A well-maintained school creates a positive atmosphere that

encourages learning, discipline, and motivation among students. According to Mendoza
(2021), students who study in clean and organized classrooms are more likely to perform
better academically, as the environment plays a significant role in their focus and

engagement in lessons.

Beyond physical improvements, Brigada Eskwela serves as a platform for
promoting community involvement and strengthening partnerships between schools and
various sectors of society. The program encourages parents, local businesses, non-
governmental organizations, and even individuals from the community to contribute
their time, skills, and resources to support the schools. This spirit of volunteerism not
only reduces the financial burden on schools but also fosters a sense of ownership and
pride among community members in contributing to the educational development of
their locality. It brings together people from diverse backgrounds, united by a common

goal of ensuring that students have a safe and nurturing place to learn.

In recent years, Brigada Eskwela has also evolved to address emerging challenges
in education, particularly those brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic. During this
period, the program expanded its focus to include preparing schools for the safe return
of students to face-to-face classes by implementing health and safety protocols.
Volunteers participated in disinfecting school facilities, setting up handwashing stations,
and creating health information campaigns to promote proper hygiene and safety
measures among students and staff. This adaptability demonstrated the program's

relevance in responding to the changing needs of the educational landscape.

Moreover, Brigada Eskwela's emphasis on sustainability and resourcefulness is
another notable aspect of the initiative. Schools and communities are encouraged to use
locally available materials and adopt sustainable practices in their maintenance efforts.
For example, schools might engage in recycling and repurposing old materials or involve

students in gardening projects that can provide a source of food for school feeding
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programs. These activities not only reduce costs but also teach students valuable lessons

about environmental stewardship and resource management.

The impact of Brigada Eskwela extends beyond the physical and logistical
improvements of schools. It also plays a crucial role in shaping students' values and
attitudes. By witnessing the collaborative efforts of the community, students learn the
importance of unity, cooperation, and civic responsibility. They are inspired to take an
active role in their own communities, understanding that even small contributions can
lead to significant positive changes. This value formation is essential in developing well-
rounded individuals who are not only academically capable but also socially conscious

and engaged citizens.
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