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UNBRIDLING POTENTIAL: THE INFLUENCE OF SHARPENING
READING COMPREHENSION SKILLS

by:
FLORISABELLE M. ADRIANO
Teacher I, Pagalanggang National High School

Sheltered within the folds of literature and language lies a cornerstone of academic
achievement often overlooked: reading comprehension. Schools play a pivotal role in

honing this skill, as it unlocks a myriad of benefits for students.

At its core, reading comprehension is more than just cracking words on a page but
is about understanding, analyzing, and synthesizing information. By fostering strong
reading comprehension skills, schools cultivate critical thinkers who can navigate
complex texts, evaluate arguments, and draw informed conclusions. These analytical
abilities transcend the classroom, empowering students to make sound decisions in

various facets of their lives.

Moreover, the ripple effects of proficient reading comprehension extend across all
subjects. Whether dissecting historical documents, decoding scientific journals, or
unraveling literary masterpieces, students equipped with strong comprehension skills
excel academically. As they engage deeply with course materials, they absorb information
more effectively, leading to higher grades, increased confidence, and a genuine passion

for learning.

Furthermore, beyond the confines of formal education, reading comprehension
serves as a gateway to lifelong learning. High school students who cultivate a love for
reading and possess the ability to digest complex texts embark on a journey of intellectual

exploration that knows no bounds. From delving into classic literature to staying abreast
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of current events through newspapers and online articles, proficient readers enrich their

lives with knowledge and perspective.

In an increasingly competitive landscape, strong reading comprehension skills are
a prerequisite for success in college and beyond. Proficient readers are better equipped to
tackle the rigors of higher education, where dense textbooks and scholarly articles
abound. Besides, in the professional realm, effective communication, and the ability to
comprehend complex written materials are indispensable skills valued by employers

across industries.

Also, literature serves as a window into diverse cultures, perspectives, and lived
experiences. By immersing themselves in literature, high school students develop
empathy and cultural understanding, essential qualities in an interconnected world.
Through the lens of literature, students gain insight into the human condition, fostering

empathy and compassion that transcend geographical and cultural boundaries.

The act of reading itself can be a source of solace and inspiration for high school
students navigating the tumultuous waters of adolescence. Whether escaping into the
pages of a beloved novel or finding solace in poetry, reading offers a refuge from the
stresses of daily life. Moreover, as students grapple with complex themes and characters,
literature provides a mirror through which they can explore their own identities and

emotions.

In conclusion, the impact of sharpening reading comprehension skills in students
cannot be overstated. As educators and stakeholders in education, it is imperative to
recognize the intrinsic value of reading comprehension and prioritize its development in
the curriculum. By doing so, we empower students to unlock their full potential,
equipping them with the tools they need to thrive academically, professionally, and

personally, both now and in the years to come.
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