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E- HUMANIST: EXPLORING THE INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

by:
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In today's digital age, the intersection of humanities scholarship and technology
has given rise to a new breed of scholars known as e-humanists. These individuals
harness the power of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to explore,
analyze, and interpret cultural artifacts, historical texts, and other forms of human
expression in innovative ways. Exploring the unique ICT needs of e-humanists is
essential for supporting their research endeavors and advancing the field of digital

humanities.

What is an e-humanist? E-humanism represents a convergence of traditional
humanities disciplines with digital technologies. E-humanists employ a range of ICT tools
and methodologies, including text analysis software, digital archives, visualization
techniques, and computational methods, to investigate cultural phenomena and produce
new insights into the human experience. Moreover, E-humanists rely on a diverse array
of ICT resources to support their research activities. These may include access to digital
libraries and repositories, specialized software for text mining and analysis, high-
performance computing facilities for complex computational tasks, and collaboration
platforms for interdisciplinary research projects. Additionally, e-humanists require
robust internet connectivity and access to online databases and archives to facilitate their

work.

Despite the myriad benefits that ICT offers to e-humanists, several challenges
persist. One such challenge is the digital divide, which may limit access to ICT resources

for scholars in less economically developed regions or institutions. Furthermore, the
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rapid pace of technological change can pose challenges for e-humanists in terms of

keeping pace with emerging tools and methodologies. Additionally, concerns regarding
data privacy, intellectual property rights, and the ethical use of digital resources are

paramount in the field of digital humanities.

Nevertheless, amid these difficulties, there are chances for creativity and
cooperation. E-humanists are at the forefront of interdisciplinary research efforts that
bring together scholars from diverse fields such as computer science, information science,
linguistics, and cultural studies. By employing ICT tools and methodologies, e-humanists
can transcend traditional disciplinary boundaries and foster new modes of inquiry that

yield fresh perspectives on human culture and society.

To effectively support the ICT needs of e-humanists, it is imperative for institutions
and funding agencies to invest in infrastructure, training, and collaboration initiatives.
This may involve providing access to state-of-the-art ICT facilities, offering specialized
training programs in digital humanities methodologies, and fostering interdisciplinary
research networks. Additionally, efforts to promote open access to digital resources and
encourage data sharing and collaboration can enhance the accessibility and impact of e-

humanist.

Lastly, exploring the information and communication technology needs of the e-
humanist is essential for advancing research in the field of digital humanities. By
recognizing the diverse range of ICT tools and methodologies employed by e-humanists,
and addressing the challenges and opportunities that arise in the digital age, we can
support innovative scholarship that illuminates the complexities of the human experience
in an increasingly interconnected world. Through collaboration, investment, and a
commitment to ethical and inclusive research practices, we can empower e-humanists to

harness the transformative potential of ICT in pursuit of knowledge and understanding.

16 May 2024
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




d= edbataan.comPublications

References:

Toms, E. (2008). UNDERSTANDING ICT OF THE E-HUMANIST.
https:/ /www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/00220410810844178 / full / ht

ml

16 May 2024
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




