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UPHOLDING RESPECT AND DIGNITY: BAWAL ANG BASTOS LAW
IN SCHOOL

by:
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In an era where creating a safe and conducive learning environment is paramount,
the Philippines has taken a significant step forward with the enactment of the "Bawal ang
Bastos Law" or Republic Act No. 11313. This law aims to curb acts of sexual harassment,
gender-based harassment, and other forms of misconduct in public spaces, including
schools. In this article, we will delve into the importance of implementing the Bawal ang
Bastos Law within educational institutions, focusing on its impact on fostering respect

and dignity among students.

The Bawal ang Bastos Law, signed into law on April 17, 2019, explicitly addresses
various forms of gender-based harassment, such as catcalling, wolf-whistling, and other
unwanted sexual advances. While its primary focus is on public spaces, schools play a
crucial role in the law's effective implementation. The law recognizes the importance of
creating a safe and nurturing environment for students to thrive academically and

socially.

Schools are meant to be sanctuaries of learning, where students feel secure and
respected. The Bawal ang Bastos Law reinforces the idea that harassment and
inappropriate behavior have no place within the walls of educational institutions. It
serves as a reminder to educators, administrators, and students alike that fostering a

culture of respect is fundamental to the learning process.

One of the key aspects of the Bawal ang Bastos Law is its emphasis on empowering

victims to speak up against harassment. Educational institutions are now mandated to

6 February 2024
depedbataan.com

The Official Website of DepED Division of Bataan




d= edbataan.comPublications

establish mechanisms for reporting and addressing cases of sexual harassment promptly.

This empowerment not only safeguards the rights of students but also encourages a sense

of accountability within the school community.

The law highlights the importance of integrating programs that educate students
about consent, proper conduct, and mutual respect. By including these topics in the
curriculum, schools contribute to the holistic development of students, preparing them
for responsible citizenship beyond the classroom. These initiatives can help break down

harmful stereotypes and promote a culture of equality and understanding.

By the Bawal ang Bastos Law, schools are expected to adopt a zero-tolerance policy
for harassment. This means that any form of inappropriate behavior, whether verbal,
physical, or online, will be met with swift and appropriate disciplinary action. By setting
clear expectations and consequences, educational institutions reinforce their commitment

to creating a safe space for all students.

The Bawal ang Bastos Law serves as a beacon of hope for students across the
Philippines, signaling a commitment to eradicating harassment and fostering a culture of
respect within schools. As educational institutions continue to implement and enforce the
provisions of this law, they play a pivotal role in shaping a generation that values dignity,
equality, and mutual understanding. Upholding the principles of the Bawal ang Bastos
Law is not only a legal obligation but also a moral imperative, ensuring that schools

remain places of inspiration, growth, and respect for all.
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