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T.L.C. CAN BE EASY: TEACHING LITERATURE SKILLS INSIDE THE
CLASSROOM

by:
Joy M. Evangelista
Teacher II, Luakan National High School

Critical thinking, vocabulary, and writing are among the literary talents that are
associated with reading literary works. In order to raise insightful questions about a text's
applicability and to build their own narratives, students can learn how to analyze texts in
order to comprehend its core themes and the motivations of their characters. As a teacher
assigns a class to discuss a work during a lesson, learning literature skills can also involve

learning effective communication techniques.

Teaching literature skills in the high school classroom is a dynamic endeavor that
requires a combination of educational approaches and instructional strategies to engage

students effectively.

First, it is essential to foster a love for literature by selecting texts that resonate with
students' interests, experiences, and cultural backgrounds. Offering a diverse range of
literary works, including contemporary novels, classic literature, poetry, and plays,
ensures that students have opportunities to explore various genres and themes that

captivate their imagination and intellect.

Next, active reading strategies such as close reading, annotation, and textual
analysis are instrumental in developing students' comprehension and critical thinking
skills. Encouraging students to annotate texts, identify literary devices, analyze character
motivations, and explore symbolism fosters deeper engagement with the material and

promotes a nuanced understanding of literary concepts.
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Furthermore, incorporating collaborative learning activities such as literature

circles, group discussions, and peer-led analyses encourages students to exchange ideas,
challenge perspectives, and construct meaning collectively. By engaging in dialogue and
collaborative sense-making, students develop communication skills, empathy, and

appreciation for diverse interpretations of literary texts.

Additionally, integrating multimedia resources such as audio recordings, film
adaptations, and digital storytelling platforms enriches students' literary experiences and
appeals to different learning styles. Using multimedia enhances comprehension,
facilitates deeper engagement with complex texts, and provides opportunities for

students to explore narrative elements through multiple modalities.

Moreover, teachers can give writing tasks, such as literary analysis essays,
reflective journals, and creative responses to support students in articulating their
insights, interpretations, and personal connections to literature. Providing clear prompts,
modeling effective writing techniques, and offering constructive feedback empower
students to express themselves eloquently and develop their voice as literary critics and

creators.

Last, teaching literature skills in the high school classroom requires a holistic
approach that integrates diverse texts, active reading strategies, collaborative learning
activities, multimedia resources, proper writing tasks, and a nurturing classroom
environment. By implementing these strategies thoughtfully, teachers can inspire
students to become critical readers, analytical thinkers, and lifelong lovers of literature
who appreciate the richness and complexity of the human experience reflected in literary

texts.
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