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ROLE OF STUDENTS IN COMBATTING FAKE NEWS

by:
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Campus Journalist, Magsaysay National High School

The fight against false information and fake news has grown more important in
the current digital era, when information is disseminated at a never-before-seen pace.
Students are essential to this battle since they will be the future decision-makers and
leaders of society. Their capacity to separate fact from fiction, evaluate information, and
participate in thoughtful debates is crucial to preserving an informed and democratic

society.

"Fake news" is "fabricated information that mimics news media content in form
but not in organizational process or intent (David, 2018). Fighting false information and
fake news first and foremost helps kids develop their critical thinking abilities. In a time
when anybody with internet access may produce and share knowledge, students need to
learn how to critically evaluate the reliability and validity of sources. Students hone their
analytical abilities and learn to distinguish between trustworthy information and
misleading propaganda by interacting with a variety of perspectives and assessing the
evidence. Their ability to think critically helps students not only in their academic
endeavors but also in their personal and professional lives by enabling them to make

well-informed judgments.

Additionally, combating false information helps pupils develop their media
literacy. These days, a lot of people get their news mostly from social media sites,
therefore students need to be able to critically navigate this massive amount of
information. They must comprehend how algorithms operate, be able to spot bias in

reporting, and detect the deceptive strategies employed by disinformation spreaders.
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Teachers can enable students to become responsible digital citizens who contribute

positively to online discourse and reduce the spread of misleading information by

educating them to approach online content with a critical eye.

Fighting false information is also crucial to developing a culture of integrity and
intellectual honesty among students. Students should always follow the ethical
guidelines for research and information sharing in an educational setting where learning
is valued highly. Students may support the larger social objective of advancing truth and
factual accuracy while simultaneously upholding the standards of academic integrity by

encouraging accountability, transparency, and correctness in their academic pursuits.

Since students will be the next generation of leaders and influencers in society,
combating disinformation and fake news also has wider societal ramifications. It is the
duty of students to actively combat lies in an increasingly linked society where
misleading information can have far-reaching effects. Students may make a good impact
and advance a more educated and enlightened community by dispelling myths, pointing

out errors, and supporting media literacy instruction.

Furthermore, democratic government and public involvement are seriously
threatened by the spread of false information. An informed populace is necessary in a
democracy to hold elected officials responsible and cast informed ballots. On the other
hand, when false information spreads widely, it erodes public discourse and institutional
trust, undermining democracy's core principles. Therefore, educators enable students to
become active participants in the democratic process and protect the integrity of

democratic institutions by giving them the tools to distinguish fact from fiction.

It is critical that students resist false information and fake news. Teachers equip
students to make informed decisions and confidently traverse the complex information
landscape by encouraging critical thinking, media literacy, and ethical integrity. In

addition, students are essential in maintaining the values of democracy and civic
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involvement by fostering a culture of truth and honesty in society. As the future's leaders,
students can influence the course of events that will lead to an informed public decision-

making system and the triumph of truth over deception.
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