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ENHANCING COMPREHENSION SKILLS: A KEY TO ACADEMIC
SUCCESS

by:
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Head Teacher 11, Orani National High School

Comprehension skills are an integral part of a student's academic success. They
form the foundation for learning across all subjects, enabling students to understand,
analyze, and apply the information they encounter. As educators and parents, we must

implement strategies to improve these skills in our students.

Interactive Reading: Encouraging students to actively engage with the text can
significantly improve comprehension. This can include highlighting important points,

making notes in the margins, or summarizing each action in their own words.

Building Vocabulary: A strong vocabulary is directly linked to better
comprehension. When students understand more words, they can better grasp the
meaning of each text. Teachers can help students build their vocabulary through activities

like word mapping or using vocabulary software .

Teaching Reading Strategies: Strategies like predicting, visualizing, questioning,
and making connections can help students understand and remember what they read.

Teachers can model these strategies and give students plenty of practice using them.

Encouraging Discussion: Talking about what students clarify their understanding
and think more deeply about the text. Classroom discussions or small group discussions

can be very effective.
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Using technology: Digital tools can also support reading comprehension. Online

reading programs, apps, and games can motivate students and provide personalized

instruction that adapts to their needs.

Improving comprehension skills is not a one-size-fits-all approach. It requires a
combination of strategies, personalized to each student’s needs. But with the right
support, every student can improve their comprehension skills and achieve academic

success.
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