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WASTE MANAGEMENT IN SCHOOLS 
 

by: 
Ardie S. Ronquillo 

Teacher III, Pagalanggang Elementary School 
 

 Maintaining effective waste management in schools is crucial for fostering a clean, 

healthy environment and teaching students the importance of sustainability. 

Implementing proper waste management practices not only reduces the school's 

environmental footprint but also encourages responsible behavior among students and 

staff. Here are some key steps to maintain waste management in schools: 

 Establish a Comprehensive Recycling Program: Set up designated recycling bins 

throughout the school for paper, plastic, glass, and metal. Educate students and staff 

about what items can be recycled and the importance of doing so. Consider organizing 

activities or competitions to encourage participation and raise awareness. 

 Implement Segregation at the Source: Encourage the segregation of waste at the 

source by providing separate bins for different types of waste – recyclables, organic 

waste, and non-recyclables. Clear labeling and color-coding can make it easier for 

everyone to understand and follow the segregation process. 

 Reduce and Reuse: Promote a culture of reducing waste and reusing items. 

Encourage students to use refillable water bottles, lunch containers, and reusable bags. 

Organize donation drives for gently used school supplies or clothes to prevent them from 

ending up in the trash. 

 Composting Organic Waste: Establish a composting system for organic waste 

generated in the school cafeteria or through gardening activities. Use the compost in 
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school gardens or landscaping, creating a hands-on learning experience for students 

while reducing waste. 

 Educate and Raise Awareness: Conduct regular educational programs, 

workshops, or assemblies on waste management. Engage students through discussions, 

presentations, or interactive activities to emphasize the impact of proper waste disposal 

and the benefits of recycling. 

 Involve the Entire School Community: Engage teachers, administrative staff, 

students, and parents in waste management initiatives. Create a waste management 

committee comprising representatives from different school departments to oversee and 

drive these initiatives. 

 Implement Proper Disposal Procedures: Ensure hazardous waste like batteries, 

electronics, or chemicals are disposed of safely and according to regulations. Partner with 

local waste management authorities or recycling centers for proper disposal methods. 

 Regular Monitoring and Evaluation: Continuously monitor waste generation and 

disposal practices in the school. Analyze the effectiveness of current initiatives and make 

necessary adjustments based on feedback and results. 

 Collaborate with External Partners: Partner with local businesses, waste 

management companies, or environmental organizations for guidance, resources, or 

potential funding for waste management programs. 

 Celebrate Achievements: Recognize and celebrate milestones and achievements in 

waste reduction and recycling efforts. Acknowledge the contributions of individuals or 

groups in creating a more sustainable school environment. 
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 Maintaining effective waste management in schools requires a collective effort and 

ongoing commitment. By instilling good waste management habits in students at a young 

age, schools play a vital role in nurturing environmentally conscious citizens who 

understand the importance of preserving our planet for future generations. 
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