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OPENING THE WORLD OF WORDS OF YOUNG MINDS

by:
Sydney G. Reyes
Teacher I, Tapulao Elementary School

Teaching beginning reading in Grade 1 is a fascinating endeavor that lays the
foundation for a lifelong adventure with words. As a Grade 1 teacher, our role is vital in

guiding young minds through the realm of literacy.

Phonemic awareness activities add a layer of excitement to the learning journey.
Through interactive games that explore rhymes, sounds, and word manipulation, pupils

develop a fundamental skill set essential for their promising reading capabilities.

Basic sight words take center stage in the reading curriculum. Flashcards, word
walls, and interactive games become the tools that familiarize young readers with these

crucial building blocks of language.

Interactive read-aloud sessions transform the classroom into a storytelling haven.
With captivating books and encouraging discussions, teachers cultivate a love for stories,

fueling pupils” imaginations and deepening their connection with the written word.

The introduction of phonics adds another layer to their reading experience. Pupils
dig into the relationships between letters and sounds through hands-on activities, games,

and puzzles, making the process both enjoyable and effective.

Recognizing individual differences of learners, teachers provide tailored support.
Small group activities, one-on-one sessions, and differentiated instruction ensure that
every child receives the attention and guidance they need on their unique reading

journey.
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Fostering a positive reading culture becomes a shared endeavor. Celebrating

achievements, establishing reading corners, and involving parents in the reading process
create an environment where the joy of reading becomes a foundation of the classroom

experience.

With these, teaching beginning reading in Grade 1 is a voyage of discovery. By
creating a print-rich environment, engaging in phonemic awareness activities,
introducing basic sight words, embracing interactive read-aloud sessions, incorporating
phonics, providing individualized and tailored support, and fostering a positive reading
culture, teachers become the architects of the reading landscape. In this environment,
young minds not only learn to read but also start a lifelong journey with the written word,

a journey that opens doors to endless possibilities and discoveries.
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