d= edbataan.comPublications

BEYOND NUMBERS: MASTERING THE ART OF TEACHING MATH
FOR LIFELONG LEARNING

by:
GLAIZA S. DIWA
Teacher I1I, Jose C. Payumo Jr. Memorial High School

Teaching mathematics is a complex process that involves much more than just
conveying mathematical concepts. It requires a deep understanding of inspiring and
fostering a lifelong appreciation for the subject. Effective math teaching begins with
cultivating a growth mindset in students, where they believe in their ability to learn and
improve in math. Encouraging a positive attitude towards the subject and creating an

environment where making mistakes is viewed as an opportunity for growth is essential.

Connecting mathematical concepts to real-world applications is essential to make
math more exciting and engaging for students. When students see how math is used in
everyday life, they are more likely to engage with and appreciate its practical value.
Therefore, math teachers should emphasize problem-solving as a core aspect of learning
math. Encouraging students to tackle complex, real-life problems and discussing various

strategies to arrive at solutions can foster critical thinking and creativity.

Visual aids like diagrams and graphs and manipulatives like blocks or counters
can help make abstract concepts tangible. By seeing, touching, and interacting with
mathematical ideas, students can better understand the subject matter. It's also important
to recognize that every student is unique, and therefore, different teaching methods
should be employed to accommodate various learning styles and abilities. Multiple entry

points into math concepts allow students to progress at their own pace.
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To build a more cohesive and holistic understanding of mathematics, it's crucial to

help students see the connections between different math concepts. When they
understand how one concept relates to another, they can develop a better grasp of the
subject matter. Additionally, fostering a classroom environment where questions are
encouraged and celebrated can help students become more deeply engaged with the

material.

Integrating math with other subjects, such as science, art, music, and literature, can
enrich the learning experience and emphasize math's universal applicability. Allowing
students to explore mathematical concepts independently, investigate, make conjectures,
and analyze patterns can lead to deep mathematical insights. As an educator, it's
important to be open to self-reflection and continuously seek professional development

opportunities to enhance your math teaching skills.

In conclusion, teaching math is not just about transferring knowledge but about
inspiring a lifelong love for mathematics. By emphasizing problem-solving, real-world
relevance, and personalized learning, educators can instill the joy of math and empower

students to become confident and competent mathematicians.
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